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1152 is not at all ſurprifing, that Philo- 
ing out the Operations o Nature: It's 
Principles are ſohiddenthat tis Raſhneſs 
in Human Reaſon to think to diſcoy 
them. But when the only Inquiry: is 


Where lies the Difficulty ? Cannot we 


fallible Mortals imagine how far others 


may have been Deccivers or Dupes ? 


But eſpecially when the ſingle Queſtion 
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Diſcuſſion, and ſo create much 


is at what Time. Oracles ceaſed, what 
mould occaſion the leaſt Doubt? There 
are many Books that treat of Oracles ; 
let us ſce therefore at what Time, or in 
hat Age the laſt Oracles, of which we 


have any Knowledge, were delivered. 


Mien are not willing to ſuffer the 
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In my Opinion this Article of Ora. 
cles hath no conſiderable Difficulty in it, 
but what we ourſelves have raiſed.” It 
was in it's. own Nature a Point of Re- 
ligion amongſt the Pagans, is become 
Neceſſity Chris 
ſtians, and on both ſides it is loaded 


with Prejudices which have obſcured -» 


the cleareſt Truths. 
I confeſs that Prejudices are not in 


themſelves common to the true as 


' well as falſe Religions; for they | reign 


chiefly in the falſe, which are only the 


| Contrivance of human Underſtanding z 
but in the true (which is the Work. of 
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— mixing a of its, own 
with it; for what are all its new Invent 
tions but groundleſs Prejudices, ſince i 
is not ably to add any thing real or fe 
to the Work of God. 
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true Religion; ; and we dare not cenſure 
the One for fear of attacking at the 
ſame time ſomething that is ſacred in the 
Other. I do not rep ach this Exceſs of 
Religion in thoſe that are capable of it, 
but rather — them; yet what- 
ever Praiſe they may deſerve for its 
tis undeniable that a Juſt Medium is 
much better; and that it is more rea- 
ſonable to ſeparate Error from Truth, 
than to reverence Error that is mix'd 
with Truth. Chriſtianity never wanted 
the Support of falſe Proofs ; and leſs 
now than ever, from the Pains the great 
Men of this Age have taken to eſtabliſh 
it on its true Foundations with 
Power than ever the Ancients did; and 
we dught to be filled with fo juſt a con- 
fidence of our Religion, as to reject the 
falſe Advantages, which could not be 
lected by any other Sect. 
"Fg laid this Foundation I ad- 
vance to prove that Oracles, were they 
of what nature ſoever, were not deli- 
vered by Demons, and that they did 
not ceaſe at the coming of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Each of theſe Points well de- 
ſerves a particular Diſſertation, 4 


— 


A |; 
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That Oracks were not given out 
l by Demons. 


IT is certain that there are Demons, 

and evil Genii, condemned toeter- 
nal Torment. Religion teaches us 
this; and then Reaſon tells us that theſe 
Demons might have animated Statues, 
and delivered Oracles, if God had 
permitted them ſo to do. We are 
therefore only to enquire whether they 
had ſuch Divine Permiſſion or no- 

'Tis only then a Matter of- fact 
which is in Diſpute z and this Matter 
of fact depending wholly on. the Will | 


of God, it was of ſuch a Nature that 


it ought to have been revealed to us. 
if the Knowledge deaf bad been ne > 
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| us inquire into the Reaſo 
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But the Holy Scriptures do not 
teach us any where that Oracles were 
delivered by Demons ; and therefore 
we are at liberty to chooſe either ſide * 
off the Queſtion ; for it is of the Num- 
ber ' of thoſe Things that the Divine 
Wiſdom has chooght ſo indifferent as 
to leave to our own- Deciſion. 

Nevertheleſs it is agreed on by all 
Parties, that there was ſomething ſu- 
pernatural in Oracles; whence comes 
this Concurrence? the Reaſon of it is 


ee eee the pre- 
: For ſince it was believed in 


feemss ſafficient e for us to believe 
no for whatever has been deliver- 
ed by the Ancients, 'good or bad, is 
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Crew were awake, and the greateſt Part 
of them carouſing, when on a fudden 
a Voice was heard from the Iſlande, 
calling for Thamus. Tamas ſuffered | 
himſelf to be called twice before he 
ſpoke, but to the third Call he returned 
an Anfwer ; and then the Voice com- 
A nee kim, that when he arrived at 
a certain Place, he ſhould cry out 
That the great Pan, was dead. There 
was not a Man in 'the Ship who was 
not ſeized with Fear and Dread, and they 
conſulted whether  Thamus ought to 
- obey the Voice or not; but Thamus 
reſolved that if when they were arrived 
at the appointed Place, there were 


Wind h to fail onwards, he 
2 by without * toy 
thi e if the Veſſel was med, 


acquit himſelf of the 
Order he had received: But fur= 
2338 a Calm in that very Place, 
ate em with alt his Force, Ther ue 
Great Pan was dead. Scarce had he 
en over ſpeaking, but they heard 
every fide Groans and Com- 
plaints as of a Multitude ſur- 
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thoſe who were in the Ship were Wit- 
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1 hope we may without Impiety. put 
contrary ions one 
the ſame thi OD I bmp ; 
religious ee was 
5 eh Mak v Death eauſed 
ſo general a Grief and Conſternation a- 
1 from that Time 
could no more exerciſe their Tyranny 
over Mankind: Thus a Way has been 
found out to give two Faces you: dif- | 
ferent to this great Pm. 
Could the Oracle delivered wiking 
bali (an Oratle fo. poſitive concern- 


ing the Holy Trinity) be human 
| en, J eee ef- 


4 hen 0 ll the Word, eve even 


do the Jus themſelves 
If theſe Oxacie: 2 — 1 
I who were + which 
Ct he Callin of es On 
clesy"is it not viſihle, that God forced 
the Demorie themſelves to bear Witneſs 
dd the: Truth? /Belides, why: did tie 
Oraclis ceaſe,” if they were only de- 
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The Second Reaſon why the PO ; 
tive Chriſtians believed that Ora-- 7 
cles were ſupernatural; and the, | 
Agreement of this. Opinion north 1 
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much as poſſible. 
do refuſe t Ne e 4 
Oraclos, 7 the other Pagan 
Miracles, which: ſeemed. to: haue need - 
of it. Thus . 
4 Diſcuſſion of Marters:which 
have been tedious and difficult; | 
all -that-was- and. 
-nary, was aſcribed: to the D 
todo with: By this alone they + 
ed to oe as wie 
Religion itſelf that reveals it to us. 
Moreover, it is certain, 8 
Time of the Birth of 7e Men- 5 | 
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cles even in prophane Authors. Now, 
why this Time rather than any other, 
was deſtined for the Ceſſation of them 
zs very eaſily accounted for, according 
to the Syſtem of the Chriſtian Religion. 
God had choſen his People out of the 
Fewiſh Nation, and left the Empire of 
the reſt. of the World to Demons till 
the coming oſ his Son; but then, he 
deprived them of that Power, which he 
| 138 to have beſore. His 
ill then was, that every Knee ſhauld 
bend to Jeſus Chriſt ; and that nothing 
ſhould hinder the Eſtabliſhment of his 
2 * Nations. I or 
ſomething ppy in this Thought, 
that I do not wonder it has made ſo 
great a Progreſs. This is one of thoſe 
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'- tion of the Nature of the "5 
Word, as he had. He ſuppoſed God 
ſo far exalted above the Creatures, that 
he did not believe they came imme- | 

diately but of his Hands; and therefore © 
ide Philoſopher put between them and 
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tred for the Bad; and that it was for 
their Honour that ſuch Variety of Sa- 
crifices,” and {6 many different 9921 
monies were appointed. 5 

It does not from hence appear; thax 
Plato acknowledged any evil Demons, to 
which might be attributed the 2 
ment of e e P 
tarcb no ing aſſures us, that 
Plato owned there were fuch; and among | 
the Platonical Philoſophers, the thing 
is OY doubt. Euſebius in hi Þ 
E Preparation, recites a. 

Number of . Paſſages a Po - +: 
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| theſe that undertake to aorta 
and to whom this Office fo full of Im- 
1 In ſhort at the 
Head of this T of evil Demons he 
places Hecate and * 


' of theſe things wr | 
ans received them all with Joy, 
have added to them beſides a little af 
their own : As for That the 
Demons ſtole 7 the r 
of the Prophets ſome 

| to come; and 8 ot ae 
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] "This Syſtem of the ancient Chriſtians 

had this Advantage, that it diſcovered | 

to the Pagans by their own 

the Original of their W. 

and the Source of thoſe Errors 

they always e T hey: were 
perſuaded that there was 
 fpernatural in their Oles; and the 
| Chriſtians, who had 
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all that was ſupernatural in 
They acknowledged indeed this fort 
of ordinary Miracles wrought in the 

Pagans Religion; but then they de- 
prived them of al the N of 
it. by imputing them to ſuch Authors. 
And this — much more ſhort and 
eaſy way than to conteſt the Miracle 
it ſelf, by A Train of iries and 
Arguments. . Thus Fhave you 


how that which the firſt a, 


of the Church had of the Pagaw Orac 
was eſtabliſhed. 'F might to the th 
Reaſons, which I have already brovghe, 


add a fourth, as perhaps as thoſe: 
That is, that —— of Ou 


bring given by Damon there's me. 


thing Marvelous: And whoever” 
fudicd the Humour. of Mankind 4 
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to ſome learned Germans, that I can- 
not forbear ſpeaking of it. In the 
« Year 1593, there was a Ri that 
„the Teeth of a Child of Sife/fia of 
« ſeven Years old dropped out, and 
« that one of Gold came in the Place 
« of one of his great Teeth, Horſtius, 
« a Profeſſor of Phyſic in the Univerſity 
Gp likes wrote in the Year 1595 
of this Tooth, and pre- 
„ tended chat it was partly g 
« and y miraculous, and that it 
«+ was ſent from God to this Child, obo 
* comfort the Chriftians who were then 1 
« afflicted by the Twrks.”” Nowy fancy 
to your ſelf what a Conſolation this was, 
and what this Tooth could ſignify, ' ei- 
ther to the Chriſtians or the Turks. 
the ame Year (ther this Tooth of Golf 7 1 
might not want for Hiſtorians) ohe | 72 
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1 famous Works, but the 
_ - Goldſmith had examined it, he found, - 
that it was only à Leaf of Gold laid on 
the Tooth with a 


then they conſulted the Goldſmith. 
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1957 Summer; and greater than 


2. 7h Hr of Ones 


he added his © 
there wanted 


Aſter 
to ſo many 

Truth of its 
being a Tooth of Gold. For when a 


great deal of Art: 
Thus they firſt compiled Books, | and 


Nothing is more natural than to do 
the ſame thing in all other Caſes. And 
I am not ſo r 6 
norance, the things are, 

which agg — are unknown, -. as 
by thoſe which are not, and for- which 
ve yet find out Reaſons. That is to ſay, 
as we want thoſe Principles that lead us 
to the Truth, ſo we have others whicha- 


Some learned Naturaliſts have found 
out che Reaſon why Places under Orouad | 
are hot in the Winter, and cold in che 
hey have 
ſince diſcovered that this is not a Fact. 

Hiſtorical Diſcuſtions ure ill more la- 
ble to chis Error. For When we argue 
eee what Af; - 


ſurances 
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FA 


ſurances hive we that theſe. KLM 
were not prejudieed nor credulous, nay © 


miſinformed, nor negli 


igent ? Ti 


therefore that we ſhould look. 


out for one, that was an 


Gale ee hich hs aniidep 
impartial and accurate. When Men 


write of fuch Facts as have 


a Relation to Religion, it is _y — f 
to favour . to the Party 
| which they He Religion with 


Ban ut yr to it 3 or 
not to give a true one choſe falſe 
of which it has no need. And r 
may be aſſured that we can never add 


more Truth to what is true already, bor 


make that true Which is falſe. | "40 
Some Chriſtians in the firſt Ages, for | 
want of informed or -convineed, 
of this Maxim, were ſo 
in Favour of C 
duce very bold Suf 
ſounder Part of Chr 
owned.This inconſiderace Fea! prodced, 
a vaſt Number of 

Names of P 


| * 
ving to deal with theſe two ſorts of Ene- 


_ . unfolded,: u che Nose 
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See — W — 1 
t them own: Weapons, 
producing Books, Which, tho“ writ- 
ten, as was pretended, by their Party, | 

Where ne mucyin, Favour! 
| of Chriſtianity ? Bul-by all their Strug- 
gle to draw * counterſeit Wor 
—— Benefit to their Reli- 
ee for te 
Clearneſs 5 Stile ne 7 5 
and our Myſteries Fa A 


and New OR 
r 
Pagan Au w lea- | 
— may be e the Reputati- 
on of thoſe Books, top great Clearneſs 
will always appear in them, a' Difficulty 
not to be fur As ſome Chrils ' 
tians fathered ſpurious Books on 
and Fews, Heretics made noſcruple Toh 
ther theirs on the Orthodox, 1 | 
nothing to be met with but falſe Go 
4 hae Liſtes of the Apoſites, and falſe 
I of their Lives ; and it can only 
: "aſcribed to the Divine. Providence 
N e — © oP 
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Some great Men of the Church have, 
ſometimes been deceived both by the 
ſpurious Works. of | Hereties - fathered; 
upon the Orthodox, and by hat che 


14 


Chriſtians fathered the Pagan or 
Jeu; but ofteneſt by the latter. For 
they ſeldom ſtrictly e 

- what they thought fayourable to Relir 


2 ECT 

ed for 4 mot 

them the Liberty always to malte a — 

ES 

7} on that ve 

times to make uſe of the Books of the 

Sibyls, nen, 

King of Egypt, - e 
This is not meabt tp leſſen the Aur 

thority, or to, cenſure the Merit of 


Al the 2 — tbey 
have fallen, ih ſome Facts there will 
ſtill remain a of. ſolid Reaſo- 
nings, and . very curious Dolores 
which are worth of our higheſt A 
ration. And if, with che true Fr 


eee 


t Men. For aſter having obſerved. 
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26 The Hiſtory „ 
which may be ſuſpectecl, it is our Pot 
to receive that only from them which 
| l ntl aro — | 
: Was" * 
Pam not ut all that this au 

Teal made. them believe that I know Hot 
how many Orachy, advuantageous to 
to their Religion, which were current 
in the firſt Ages of the Church were 
true. The Authors of the Books of he 
Shyh, and theſe of Hmrmis Tri Put, 


were probably: the Author? 
__ theſe e ee wen na · 
| tural to ſu them ſuch, than the 


Authors of intire Volumes. The ef 
1 4s 0 «mp Nob Pagan, and 
1 Euſebius and Authors 

it the Honour do! to believe it, 
tho? 00 immediately followed in A 
farth-with another io _ 


enough to deſt 1 Credit 
Demetrius fays there, that Per ps, 
ce. Hande near Znglend are defert and 


conſecrated. te Digmans and | Heroes, 
and that being-ſenr by the Emperor to 
take a-Survey-of theſe lands, he landed 
Nen def iel that were — 


out chat on one of her * 
mons was dead * beeaule + Deaths 
ſtrange and horrible. To this Dametrim 
adds, that one of thoſe lands was the 
Priſon of Saturn, who was guarded there 
by Briarcus und was buried in eternal 4 
Sleep{whithmerhinkshould tender tie 


2 
ed with an infinies Number c | 


waiting ar his Net as Slaves. 1: | 


* 


Ro of his Woynge ? 1 

rious Reason 0 n q 
it not pleaſant toiſee ſuch a (Philo "7 i. 
ay 2 relate 1 4 


leds not wee Reafar chic | | | 
76 veſted the chav HG. 
_ 4 ooen Writers, whogrem 
that 


of his hey fee te Trae N 


but much of the Marvellous and Am 
ſing. Be 248 io Will, if the Story of 
Thamus-had no other Faults dt being = | 
tound in the ſame Tremor with wa 
C 2 Damons 


F \ 1 * 5 


Demons of Demetrius were enough 
„ 4 this 1 Mgt ett, * 
But beſides this, it is not-capable. 
a rational Conſtruction. For if the 
great God Pay were a Demon, could, 
not the Demons have notified his Death = 
to one another without employing T 
mus, Have they not other ways of in- 
forming one another of News ? And 
moreover, can they be ſo imprudent as 
to expoſe their Misfortunes, and the * 
Ng 
to it. ou 
wil ap. Tben God bad fone Delgn 
in it. But let us ſee what followed up- 
on it; there wasnoPerſon convinced of 
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The Hiftory of Oracles: ' 29 
If this great Pan were 7e/us Cbriũ. 
the Demons only told Men che Neue 

of a Death ſo ſalutary to them hecauſe 
God compelled them to it. Dut what 
was the Effect of all this ? did any 
one underſtand the Name of Pan in 
it's true Senſe ? Plutarch lived in the ſe- - 
Perſon | knew . 
Chriſt, 
The 


of the 


| J 1 
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<.his . Maſter in 2 
Peter the Servant 
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Had they fo little Sit) 88 to nephect 
— Advanujge 7 NA ven Sichey 


ting at . 5 2 Jl by 


up in he Capt Capirot wich tit inſcription, | 

mit tie ae e r 

Elieft 8% of * 7 God. Wine had-he = 
Yr Ee” ww 


- 
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Ae 0 this only Son of God, of 
which the Oracle makes no Mention? 
In ſhort, what is more obſervable is, 
that Auguſtus after the Voyage he made 
into Greece, nineteen Years before the 
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. r SSL, vac 
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erect Altars to any God but b | 
For he ſuffered not only the » Cities 


tion, and 2 with was i; 
tached to Wou Ve . 
 quiited falſe Oracles 4 the 
* of Oracles themſelves, and to 
the Advantage of the Chriſtian Reli- 
Taciuu, Dion CH.. 
* +4 Me POST Sion: 


But on the —— N Pope 
was not fo unſkilful a Man, 3a /to-flar> 


Paganiſm, 
forced ht ng the 
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34 The Hiſtory of Oradled. 
and Aſtenſion. In fine, the maſt bi- 
gotted and learned of the Paguns hath 
e 
ty 3. we 1 aha 

E 805 „ a. 1 - 
a—_— to be ahle . — Porghy+ 
nus at the Head of ſo many Oracles 


in favour of Religion; and he gives 


The Airy of Oracles & Fr 
Inſtance, which however ould" ö 
have been cbncluſtee. 
ſt is very certam, tht "this lane 
Po .” who fithiſhed us Wiel l | 
theſe Oracles,” tikitthind$; d We e 
remarked, that they wete Gelid by © 
lying Spirits; it may very well then 
that he placed all; the 
Nager of our Religion ia the Oracles, 
purely to deſtroy the Credit of them, 
ape render het ſuſpectedof Forgery, 
= boy being N by falſe Witneſſes : 


Chri Fans did not it AS 
4487 2 any that A | 
3 Truch, | \-1 
Porpha a AF, 1 | | 


make uſe af fil Otares 

And t aus Dig 

pute, they | re denied, that 
: were ever tf Oracle, as v 

at this preſent, . he 

to me Pg 

Oracles in favour 

what would have bt 


great Controverſ between the Chriſtians 
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36 . The Hiſtory of Oracles. | 

- Hands. Thus by examining things a - 

3 little cloſely, we find that the Oracle, 
which were reckoned ſuch Wonders, 
never were in being; of which I need not 
give any more Inſtances, all the,,reſt 

F. - being of the {ame Nature. . 
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38 - The Hifory of Oracles. 
of their Underſtanding, which of itſelf 


was not ſufficient for their Occaſions;and 


that whatſoever he has not declared to 
them, is either of ſucha Nature that they 
may learn it themſelves, or that *tis = 

neceſſary they ſhould know it. Sq 
that if the Oracles had been delivered 


by evil Demo, God would have made 


it known to us, to have prevented us 
from believing that he himfelf-geliver- 
ed them, or that there was any thing- 
divime in falſe Religions. | 


Tie Hiſtory of Oracle, 39 
to have cuntemned their Impotecy. 
but ſhould rather have diſabuſed the 
People, and confeſſed the eutraordinary 

Power that was in them: In fine, would 

they have been ſo much $0: blame 
for adoring what they believed was ani- 
divine Virtue, or at leaſt 
te than hutdan ? n is 
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Tou will 
always decei 


the Laity, then Pa- 


into which the eredulous People fell, 


whilſt their real menen was't bo. | 


nour a ſuperior Being. 

| Bar the Caſe is ngch otherwiſe; for 
it beheves Men to be on their Guard 
apainſt Errors, into which other Men 


255 


EKReaſon is e , to 
A Statue f ſp 5 Or not, but 
ir des 


from the 


Wo fer n Ut e N 


ganiſm was no more than a ſimple Error 


. _ A, 


ted the Domes to work Miracles, he 


"if the falſe Priefts' | 


* 


may lead dem! but dere is no Fat. 


whnthier 4 


ſtures. From hence it is Wai that Po- 


te, bu by the Tricks of 8 
there was nothing of Reality or-Truth, 
PL f | nor 
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— never to have 
Foint. If the a 


delivered by e 
Demons he 15 a double Uſe: - 
made e eee ary Gem — 
to render t Oracle; unprofitable 

n difadvantageous to the Chritian | 


44 The Hiſtory of Oracles. 
without  ceafing they reproached the. 
Pagans withal, to theſe cruel and craf . 
ty Genii.. To prove therefore that 
Demons were not 97 of he 
Oracles, is attacki orphyrius in 

laſt 4 Bet the 
true Intereſt of Chriſtianicy. 1 
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n Desen are not 
malte * Thom. 


1* the firſt Aga . "et Phi. 
loſophy were the ' ſame thing, and 
all Wikdom was contained in Verſe. 


46 The Hiſtory of Oracles. 
of which he ſpeaks in the Place I am 
going to quote, are theſe Demons, and 

Plutarch underſtanda it ſo... _ 

A Crow, (ſays Heſiod) Ives nine 
times 4 Jong 4s 4 Mop, 6. Beer ſong: | 
| times as long as a C row, a Raven three 
times as long as a Stag, the Phenix nine 
times as long as 4 Raven, and in fine the 
Nympbs ten times as long as the Phenix, 
One would be apt to take this Calcu- 
lation far a mere Poetic Conceit, un- 
warthy the Reflections of a Philoſts |, 
pber, or the Imitation of a Poet ; tor - 
there is in it neither Agreableneſs nor 
Truth: But Plutarch is not of this 
Opigion 3 for as he found, that ſup- 

ng the, Life of Man to be ſeventy 
. (which ig its ordinary Puration,) 

the Demons then ought to le ſixhun 
and eighty thauland, and four 
Years: And as he did not ve 
how an' ent of this o 1 ; 
Life of the Demons could be mide, be 
rather believes that Hefod by the” 
of Man underſtood but one 1 
The Interpretation is not ry een f 
but according to this imatian * 
* of the Demons is not 
doch 


fy 
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thouſand, ſeyen hundred and twenty 


Years, and then Plutarch could ak 


conceive the Poſfibil of and 
how Demons could live = 
And beſides, he remarks i 1 
ber of nine thouſand, ſeven hyndred 
twenty Years, certain. Py 9 2 
fections, which render it altogether ca- 
pable to denote the Term of the Lives of 
W Theſe ho the ſo PID 
_ edReaſoni 7 

Poems of N we find 
the Demons. in the Fa 5 f Plato, 
who can never be too much. Ae 
cd,, ſince it is heof all the Greeks who hi 
conceived the higheſt ea of Gad; 


even this plunged him in falſe Naters 


Becauſe Gd is infinitely. 
Men, he believed tl 
dle Beings bet 


exalted above 
muſt be mid- 
au bim and; us, to 


maintain a bet dee 


Extremes ſo far diſtant, and thoreby to 


convey e EE down 


to us, God (lay b 
angle, which has. brug & 
Daman an bers Vronale i 
two Sides equat, "and 
angle which has all three Sides — 


| . 
1 

f 

1 


it were but as well Funded.” 3 


of his natural Reaſon ? 
: arg; "nevertheleſs, J blame him for 
: ſures us of the Exiſtence of Angels 
Demons, but it is not within the 8 
of human Reaſon to aſſure us of i, 
infinite Space which is between Goda 


and Henuns: But wich what” n 


4 The Ee of Oradles... 
This Lea is. well enough -fancied, if 


But after all (may it be fach has nt 
Plato reaſoned juſtly 4 And do not we: 
know for certain by the Holy Scriptures, | 
that there are Ge or Spir M iniſters | 
of the Will of Cod, and his Meſſengers 
to Men ? Is it not wonderful that Plats 
ſhould diſcover this Tfuth by the Light 


] confeſs, that Plath has as 
Divine tion & 4 


He knows not what to make of the. 
Man, and thetefore he fills it with Ga 


infinite Space be filled, which is betweg 
God and theſe Gemi, or Demon, We 
ſelves? For the Diſtance betueen God an 
anyCreature whatſoever is iofinirs; And | 
if the Action of God muſt triryerip, | i 1 
one may ' fay, this infiliite P A 16 
go to the Demons, it nay as well teach 
even to Men, lince they are farther XK 4 


The Hiftory — 49 


but by very few which bear 
no Proportion to the "itance. When 
God treats with Men by the Miniſtry of 
Angels, it is not to, be . underſtqod that 
nication, as Plato 3 
ploys them for eaſons, into which 
Philoſophy can never penetrate, and 
which can never e en Known, - 
but by bimfelF. 

| According 
Cumpatiton of the Triangles gives us, 
we find that 
co Dæmon 
trom one Creature to agother, Creaku 
more perfret, 7 50 we alcen 
to God hi Ah Cod woul 
have er on 
more t 2 
is vilible, that as 
imperfe& in ref} 
they are all infinitely di 
ſo the e of F 


are all infinitely 
of him, - becauſe 
t from bim; 
erfection Winch, 


ele rite d 


. 
ore J | D 


dende; Goa em- 


to that Laue, which che 


Rlato framed this Notion, - 
ae OO EINE yes * 


e Fee 
Creature; but it 3 


* 420 6 © — wa pe BP 


" tg if we 8 conſult N Rea- 
fon, there is no need of either 
to tranſmit the Action of Cad to WAA 

of placing between God and us any 
that approaches him nearer than wee 

Perhaps Plato himſelf. vas not 
ſure of the Exiſtence of his Demons, u | 
the Platoniſts have ſinee been What 

makes me f * „ That he places 
Love in the ber of the Demon; 


for he often mixes Gallantry with Phi- 
loſophy ; and his Talent was. not be 
meaneſt on that Subject. He ſays,: . 
Love is the Som of God of Riez 
by Poverty: That from his Fatl <3 


derives his great Courage, fis 
Notions, his Inclination to gives "his. | 
pots e Confidence in 4 
own Strength, his Opinion of 
his own Merit, and Ambition to harre 
always the Preference. But that he de- 
rives from his Mother that Indigence 
Which makes him always aſking, - 
that Importunity with which he aſks,. 
that Dini wi of 2 
ſrom daring to Di 55 
£ which he hey to Servitade, wee | 
Fear of OG _— which he cin 


never 


"The" Hiſtory ef Oracles. 51 
never loſe. This, in my Opinion, is 
one of the prettieſt Fables that was ever 
invented. It is Ein a 8e find _ | 
ſometimes writing in a as ga 
humorous, and chat too with as de 
Solidity, as Auacreom could hithſelf 
have done. This of the 
Pedigree of Love extremely well ſets 
forth all the Fantaſticalnefs of it's Na- 
ture: But we know not What to male 
of Demons, if Love muſt paſs for one. 


ſt 
Senſe, nor chat he meant that Love 
| "rags Bing ou of w, or explain 
biting the Air: ,Centainly' he 
"this only. in 2 gay.Senſe. ndithe 


52 The Hh 22801 70 Oude. 
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"CHAP. ages 


Flat the great els the P 
| n did. of te 2 


there was erg thing «ame 
| ene r. | 
| *amne rn of 


Fin the malt of Oer elf aer 
All Nlaces reſound with Oracle, we 
had maintained that they were but Im · 
poſtures, no one would have deen aſto· 
niſtred with the Boldneſs of the See 
and we ſhould have been in no need 
— — Meaſures to vent it in ſec! 

2 divided on the 
— ler; the Platonifts and 
were for 12 but che C, 
tics and'Fpirureans made a per. 
$A Jef of them. Whatever there was 
'of the Marvellous in the © Oras 
half e Men — Ne 
Kill at to believe 
of chem; and this notwithſtanding 
the common Prejudice of the Greelaw, 
which is a thing worth nothing. 
N a 


TW 
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*Fuſebius tells us that ſix _ ; 
Heathen Authors wrote againſt the 
Oracles ; but of all theſe, in in my 
nion, Oenomaus, (of whom he in 
mention, and of whom N 
ſome Fragments] is one, the Loſs of 

whoſe Works is to be the moſt hinted. 

In thoſe Fragments of his that remain, 
it is pleaſant to find this Oenamaus, full 


d (fays C =} 

0 ze Oracle d to Creefl 

e 
ang in a 3 

pen za beans you ſow from! 9 | 


1 ges Preparation, -- 
= D 3 . 


# 


54 The Ihftory of: Oracles. 

' phos, the Tortoiſe, which "by Order 
- of, Craeſus was then dreſſing in L. 

A noble Diſcovery this to be ſo proud of ! 
But when you were conſulted concerning 
the Succeſs of the War between Crceſus 
and Cyrus, there you was at 4 NG 
Tf you can devine what fball happen 
Time to come, to what Pu ro Jou 
make uſe of Forms of Spetch ich can- 
not be underſicad ? Do you not know 
that they will not be underftoad 2 I, you 
do know it, you then take ' Pleaſurt to 
mate us your Sport; as you de not know. - 
it, let us inform ou ovught to 
. ſpeak more clearly, = that you wy 
not underſtood; ' © 
1 tell you alſo, as you %% to uſe Deu- 

ble , the Greek Phraſe —. 
you expreſs that Croeſus 
| great Empire, is not well choſen, r 
it can fignify nothing elſe. but a 22 — 1 
Crceſus over Cyrus. F things 
happen, wherefore doſt thou amuſe * wich 
thy Ambiguities ? What: diſt thou de a 
Delphos, wretchedly employed” as * thou 
art in ſinging idle, uſeleſs Prophecies ? To 
what Purpoſe do we make thee ſo mary 
Sacrifices ? What Fury poſſeſſes us # a 


The -Hi/tory of Otacles. 395 
But Oenamaus is yet more. out of hu- 
mour with the Oracle. . which: Aale 
delivered to the Ajbenians,.. when 
Xerxes fell upon Greece with all che For- 
ces of AM. The Pythian Oracle gave 
them for anſwer, 

That Minerva the. Protefirels of 
% Atheys .endeayoared all manner of 
„ways (but i vnin) to appeaſe che 
RE TE br 
| piter for t 
© conſented to ſuffer the 
« fave themſelves in W 
and that 112 ſhoylc 
ſtructioa of many 
their NMocbers; either when Ceres 
© ſhould be ſcattered. abroad, or when 
4 ſhe ſhould: be ia, une why. 
Upon this Oenomaus loſes: all man- 
ner of Rei for the God of Bu- 


#h4- Faiber 


Do and the Daughter ſays he, 4d Grey Je. 
coming to the Gods! That there: ſbauld 
be in Heaven uch comtrary. intereſts 


aud _ Inclinations i excellent Jupiter 
A dong be brings- 1 
* D 4 


* 
0 
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all the Forces of Aſia againſt 11 but 
hr could not bave ruined it atheruxſt, 
of be had no more Thunder left, if be 
vonn 'Fediced to borrow foreign Forets, 
bo had be it then in bis Power to mate 
all the Forces of Aſia come down 4 72. | 
bi Town? Tet after this be 

them #0 "ſave themſelves in Walls _ 7 
rod ui whom den tua, his Auger to 
falt bat, on the Xe 5 Rare 2 5 


. WAY 7 As : why 1 755 
0 9 J that 
4 all ſet the 1 2 75 


whether * — re "the" -t 
m be either of pt or the dens! 72 
not yon af laß know, that Log 
n Jos dar? t inoto tobicb 7 7 

the Time of the Battl under $5 


© Expreſſions, When Ceres ſhall k 
od, of when ſhe ſhall be 
You think by this" Lan 


% caſt @ "Mi * our Hes; 
el 25 * 


5 Naval 
© Battle muſt v4 fought either in Sead ae 


er Harveſt ; furely it toill not be in Wirt 
ter. Jar Tet what will happen, you 
get your Joo by the Means af this 
Jupiter, whos | Minerva endeavours to 
appeaſe ; 
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appeaſe: I the Gnedapn bs the Betts 


3 to Walls of Weed, you 

you-do nat devine, I. who Lon vor 
what Devination. is, eee 
much as this. I ſhould have j 
* 
on Sik that nee Ihe 

bad Ships, the beſt Thing they. 601 


thas alk d 
mare than « 


aud we erer. Where 
en $8.4 WG: SQ gf 


/ 
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loſophers maintains publicly chat theſe 
Sacriſices, theſe „theſe Adorations, 
are all to no Purpoſe, and that the 
Gods, ſo far from delighting 


in them 
take no Notice of them. There is not 


a Grecian who does not conſult the O- 


racles concerning his Affairs; but this 


does not prevent their being publicly 
treated in three 


loſophy as abfolure Im 


great Schools of Phi- 


poſtures. 
Let me beg ire rae! Mr ph | 


gection a little farther, which may ſerve 
for a fuller Diſcovery" of the Papas 
Religion. The Greciazxs in general 


fickle, curious, reſtleſs, and gave Way 


an extraordinary Genjus, but they were | 


* 


to Paſſion ; and, to declare my whole . 


their Judgment 
awed day r 
ous, and induſtrious,” they knew how to 
png Deſign, and could foreſee the 

of it at a Diftance. I 
Ferry nete that the Gruciam 
without thinking of 
ſhould raſhly treat pro and con of every 
N . While a were mak- 
ing 


be Romans had quite 


Opinion of them, their Witoverſwayed - 
they were ſolid, ſeri- - 


G thy Sod nes 
ing 10ns they ſhould diſpute whe: 
— thoſe Sacriſices could reach to the 
Gods; and that they ſhould conſult 
Oracles without being aſſured whether 
they were not meer aer 9 
ſelves ſo little in the Government, 
. 
igion in their Diſputes ; and perhap 

the People had not Faith 4 5 
the Philoſophers to abandon their Re- 
on their Wotd. In fine, the predo- 
minant Paſſion in the Greeks was to d- 
courſe on all Subjects at all Events. 
Yet doubtleſs it is more aſtoniſhing that 
the and the ableſt Men 
amongſt them too, and who knew beſt of 
how e Religion was 
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the extreme Folly of conſulting... the 
Entrails of Beaſts, he drives them at 

Jaſt to this Anſwer : That the Gods, 
who are almighty, change theſe Eo- 
trails in the Moment of the. Sacrifice, | | 
to the end that we. ſhquld. by chem 

know their Pleaſure and. Futurity. 


*Twas the Anſwer gm. by e 


by Antipater and cat 
Philoſophers and e run 

of the 'Staits. * Hail hat fa A 
6 erles Cicero; there a 5070 

men F 54 as 45 oj 
you believe. 1 


8 bn the. Ws on 
gftn for uy * — 


4 475 0 % 45 77 * 

L [ch Ts 
by dec 7 

tune of thoſe that anti Do: 

peretive that the Hun. 775 

Chance ? Does no ence 


— that thoſe .0 
19 5 
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* Gods ſo foon appeaſed ? Bui gon will ſoy, 
that in an Ox, which Cxſar one Day 
ſacrificed, there was no Heart; aud that 
fince this Animal could not live without 
4 Heart, it maſt of Neceſſity he that the 
Heart vaniſbed juſt in the Moment, of 
the Sacrifice. Is it poſſible that en iu 
have Sinſe eneugh #6 know that this 2 
yet bade 2 enough to perteive thai this 
Heart could--wot fly away in 4 Mament, 
I know noi whither. And a little after 
he adds; - Believe. me, you ruin al 
Natural - Philoſophy . by . defending the 
Art of the Saot h 1 Hy 
pot heſis it is not the ora 


oy ew the 

wit Which ber inſulted: the. 
Religion which he bimfelf: js 
In a thouſand other Plates he ſhewa no. 
more Favour to the ſacrod Fowls, the 
Flight of Birds, and all 2 
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with which the Annals of the chi 
Prieſts were ſtuffel. 
Why did not they indict him Ford 
Impiety ? Why did not all the People 
abhor him? Why did not all the Col- 
leges of the Prieſts riſe up againſt him? 
One would think that among the Pa- 
gans, Religion was a' meer Practice, 
the Speculation of which was very in- 
different. Do as others do; but believe 
as you pleaſe. It is a very extravagant 
Maxim, but the People who were not 
aware of the, Impertinence of it, were 
content with it; and the Wits ſubmit- 
ted to it very willingly, becauſe it did 
not cramp them. 
We = ſee” therefore that all the 


bol EC 
3 4 1 
ſhall they be af fy Muſt we repent 
of the Crimes we have committed? 
Muſt we return into the Paths of that 
natural Juſtice which ought to be the 
Rule of all Men? Not at all; we nee 
only take a Calf of ſuch a Colour, 
[caſt at ſuch a Time, and cut the 
0 Throat 


Ws... 6 
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Throat of it with ſuch a Knife, and 
this will pacify all the Gods: Nay far- 
ther, you may Jaugh at the Sacrifice, 
if you pleaſe, it will fare never che 
worſe with you. 

Probably 8 Cale. was the, 5M 
with the Oracles: T ever 
believed as he liſt 4 et thi d 
them. So g orce has Cuſtom 
over the ind of Men, that there is 
no need of Reaono jo with itt. 


* 
| 4a 4 


cen va 


5 1 a» f 


That ke Men Bed. Philoſs- 
- phers have had little + Efteen for 
Oracles. wa „ wwe $3 


E — of e of Oracle 
in Hil . vere other 
deſpiſed 


choſe tha ceived 
them, or modelled to ns, Fancy 3,-_ 
Pattias a {pes and Subject MH the 
Perfians, fled for. Reſuge 0 
Cume, a Greek Town, the Perfians {ent 
ind — 20 him delivered up; the Cu-. 
1 cbbſulted the Oracles 


e the Oracle, —_ 
a to mate oof he Rr 


* * Herodot. Book the fot." | 
Ss br 1 lies; 
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ties; but the Oracle returned the fame 
Anfwer as before. Ariftodicus. diſfatiſ- 
fied with this, töole it into his Head 
as he was walking about the Temple to 
fright away fome- little Birds which 
were building their Neſts chere 
upon he p ſently heard _ 12 MM 
the Sanctuary, crying, e or- 
— how dare you from tbis Þ 
who rel my Proteffion?*; 
x ne grear 600 tov Ariſtadieus 
2 % you order us i hl 
Pactias, who is under Ours ? Verily(aw- 
fevered ace . x order it, to the end 


That 
Order ws 


the fooner 


Ora 
yr apes i mw the 'God 


& home, fince he hadrecourſe 


really cine Nn in a 
Shire. it * . Mey chat he believed him 
leſs a God than he did . before. The 
Cumeans themſelves ' were not much 


Per; 


* 


f 


— 
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perſuaded of his being a. Deity, 
-{ince they believed a ſecond. Deputation 
might obtain a contrary Anſwer ;, or 
that at leaſt. he would think better of 
what he had to ſay next. By the way 
obſerve that Ariftodicus, when he laid 
his Snare for the God, muſt have fore · 


en 
| of gina 


. 
h 
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=s 
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* 
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ſire of Revenge, 3 with 
the Oracle for one half, and complied 
with that Part of it only, relating 

the Temple 


rs that the dirs —— him for 
his particular Sentiments in 
though they could only gueſs xt them: 


for he never 9 mag 


6 
68 The Hiſtory af 'Oraeles. | 
The People knew . h what 
was ta be cly in the © Schook- , 
of Phil ophy 3' how then cbuld the 
ſuffer ſo many Opinions, contrary to 
the eſtabliſtred Woh, and often even 

to the Exiſtence of the Gods, to be 
_ o Kw esd ly maintained? At leaſt, 
ly well, what was 

pays open upon the Fe Theatres, for thoſe © 
ons were Made ther” chen; 
furely the Gods were never treated 
Tex of #4 Reſp Ber in e 
dies tur 
dewdF Ae er "was "os adhered to 
the Gd of Riches; who" tad. before. 
been blind, and that Plata now begin- 
ning equally to favour all _ 
the other Gods, to whom Peo 4 


longer made Sacrifices to 
were ſtarved for Hunger: — 


Cauarries the Humour on ſo far, 1 t 
Jook out for ſome fort of E | 
in à Citizen's Houſe, that 
have where withal to eat. The Bud f 
Ariſopbanes are alſo very bold. All 
the Comedy turns upon this, That u 
certain City of Birds, which was de- 
ſigned to be built in the Air, would 
2 inter- 
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interrupt the . Correſpondence 
the Gods and Menz render. {ener ih Rind 
Ingroſſers of the whole, reduce 
to the utmoſt 1 I leave 2 \ 
+ Judge, ifthis be not all mighty devout. 
Let this was the ſame. Aritophanes, = 
endeavoured ' to-. excite the Populace 
agaiaſt the pretended Impiety of Spcra- 
tes : There is ſomething very unac- 
countable that is often foundin the A ffais 
2 chis n, Ic n hee 
amples, and might de . 
2 by amber others, ee ne- ̃ 
ceſſary, eople were ſome times 
de, Mages: Ng eee in. 
ir 5 
Ceremonies - only to free pr ng 
from thoſe Inconwemencies Which 
might have attended dhe Neglect 
n i evident, that. 


wy them; 
in the main ey had not. much 
Faith in them: And they hd juſt the 


fame Reſpect for Oractes 3, for, © molt. 

. 
t more 10N ta. 

conſult” them; and if che Ae 


4 
their De-. 
> kool 


were not accommodated to- theit 
n W 
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themſelves to obey them z fo that, per; 
haps, it was not a clear Point even 


amongſt the common People, that 
Oracles were delivered by a Divine | | 
Power. 

After all this, it would be net 
ſary to mention the Hiſtories of, ok 
great Captains, who thought it 
Crime 4 deſpiſe both Oracles * 

Auguries. And it is remarkable, 
that they were contemned even in the 
firſt Ages of the Roman. Common - 
wealth, in thoſe Times of happy re. 
rance, when Men were ſo ſcrupulouſly 
bigotted to Religion, and whe 4 
_ Titus Livius fays | þ 19050 which 
to ah. biloſoply „ Which 
Gods, Nau WW 


ren 1 to deſpiſe the. 


by et known. | 
* mide War with the Hen. 


nites, and at that Time the Roman Army 
longed to come to à Battle. The ſacred 
Chickens (ſorſooth) muſt be firſt con- 


ſulted 4 but the Eagerneſs to fi ht was 
ſo. general, that though the Ch kens 


est nothing. at all, when they were 


JE JT lib. 29; » 19 20+ 


put 


NS 
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put out of the Coop, yet they, who 


= appointed to obſerve. the 
to the Conſul, that they bad 
fe. very well: Upon this, the Conſul 
romiſel his Soldiers | both a Battle and 
Victory. Mean Time there a a 
great Conteſt amongſt the Kee 
the Chickens, about the ' falſe 
that had been made of the Aupu 
When Papirius heard; it, he faid,, wn 
for hig Part, he OY received a favour- 
able Augitfy, and that he Would abide 
by it; that if what had been told him 
was falſe, they who took the guy 
were to anſwer for it, and that all the 
Evil would fall upon their Heads,” In» 
mediately Plies! he ordered that ene 
the Front 


laced in 
of the Battle; d ne the Signal for 
Quiver fo d) ts oops 
uiver none knew) p the Keeper 
who had given 4 Kl R of the 
Augury. As fon as the Cenſu hears 
The Gods are here. preſent : The 
« Criminal is. puniſhed : They have 
* diſcharged all their Anger on 
" him, who deferved it, and we have 
now 


2 be Hiſtory of Oracles 

7 2 the Reaſon in the World to ho 

de the-beſt.” Then e 
tauſed the Signal to be given, 

gained an entire * over the S. 


nites. 5 
apparent, that the. Gods | 


_ W.38 very 
had a 1h & Share than Papirius in the 
Death of this poor Keeper; and that 
the General had a Deſign, by bis 7 1 


Fa Report of the gw 95 peo 
c gw m 
terrified ; for the Romans wer TY 
acquainted with the D of thi 4 
in the Time of their greateſt Simp 
Ile muſt, be confeſſed theo, $2. 

mould be much id the wrong if we ben 
| lieve either the Auguries or the 25 
des moth maryellous chan the, 22 
themſelves, 1.9 ward it we, do then 
not think a mean! 15 as ine 
Philochphera, and ſore Genetala of the in 


4 As ye let us at leaſt have | 
bah N fy 
ſelves ſometinmey 

But ſome ma 0 oY did all the Pa: 
& 


1s deſpiſe the Orazles? No wig ya 

cauſe ſotne particular Perſons 

Regard. for them, is that ee in 
rely 


V. (4d 


| The Ee) of Orticls.' + 1 
tirely. to diſcredit them? To the AS 23 
thority of thoſe. who did not believe 
them, we need only oppoſe the —— 
thority of thoſe that did. N 

But it may be anſwered, that cheſe 
turo Authorities are not of | 

he Teſtimony of thoſe who 

hing that is ae eſtabliſhec 
tributes not to the Support 
the Teſtimony of thoſe who do — 2 
lieve it, is of Forte to deſtroy 
it ; for they who believe a Thing, ma 
e ag not ænow che Reaſons that may 

ven againſt the Belief of it 3 but 

thoſe who do not.; believe. it, - cannot 
cu one, Knows, why others 


, t 03 


19 $A 


mony of | 
ſor it is natural a Bi 
who believe Ar muſt 
mined it; and they who do 
it, may "gs have | 
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I will not ſay, that either in the one 
or the other aſe, the Authority of 
thofe who believe, or believe not, is 
deciſive ; all that I would ſay is, one 
unleſs Regard be had 'to the 'Argy 

ments of the two Parties, cored 1 
the Authority of one will be preferab 
and ſometimes that ot the — wig For in 
the general, when a Man quits a com- 
mon Opinion, or receives a new one, 
he muſt make ſome Uſe of his Reaſon, 
whether it be good or bad; but there 
is no need of his making any Uſe of ft 
to reject a new Opinion, or to _ 

one that is _ common; for 1 
is need of Strentgih to refiſt a Torrent, 
but to ſwim wit the Stream is eaſy. 
It avalls not 1 the Credit of Ora- 
cles, that thoſe who believed 
ſomething in them Wivine and ſy 
tural, thete were certain Philoſophers of 
reat Reputation, ſuch as the Stoies 3 
r a when | Philoſopher are once prepoſ- 
feſſod with any Thing, they are more 
inconvincible than the common People, 
becauſe they are alike blinded with the 
Prepoſſeſſion, and the falſe Reaſons, 
with which they ſupport it. The Stoics 
-.-M 
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in particular (as proud a Sect as op 


were) held ſome ions for whi 
they deſerve Mon cold they 


ity 
chuſe but believe Oracles, | o believed 
Dreams ? The great left no 
Articles out of his Creed, which would 
not have been equally Gerd by the 


moſt "Mg Wench in Wee 
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u,] = 1 


ng * ent Chriſtian them: 
elves not be eve 
that - Oracles were e 0 
Demons. „ 


W: WF 
LTHO' it appears that the 
learned Chriſtian: in the firſt Ages 
were fond enough of aſſerting that 
= were delivered by Damons, yet they 
_ often 


ing impoſed 


4. 
Thus Clement eee bar 
his third Book of T. er, | 


Boaft, as auch as you will, of your 
fooliſh impertinent . Oracles, thoſe of 
Claros, of Apollo the Pythian, of Di- 


2 dymus, * W and of HAT 


S to 
9 


n 
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hilocus, Ton oven ald Au- 
r 
per) pt ys Men who 
Apollo / 1 
_ by Meal, or by Rarley, avd theſe who 
have been ſo eſteemed, becauſe:t 9 
5 their Bellies, Let the the. 
gyptian Temples, Temples, and the Necromoncsr s 
the 


r they oro * Megan 11 32 


but exirava-, 


aut at tad roy 
Na e Grate which are 
fer evination, and the "which: 


are taught to utter Qracles, arg, at an 


may a. but Aſſociates. with theſe Fug: | 
glers, who caZen al nee A 


144 $4) 


7 el 255 — of - 
ourth Boo Ev repa- 
| _ propot large the beſt Rea- 
ſons in the W prove, that 5 8 
cles could be no —*— vu 8: 
And thoſe very pro- 
poſe to be my „ | 
come to treat of tl : Cheats of Oracle. 
particular. 
Nevertheleſs, I muſt confeſs,.. that: 


tho' Euſebius knew ſo very well how to 
| E 2 prove 


Pd 


# 
U 
6 
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prove that Oracles could not be ſupet- 

natural, yet. he attributes them to Dæ· 

nom; and the Authority of a Man {6 

Tee, fems 9 be ary gra Ev 
ms to be a 2 r 


Bar pro dee, Joe pier Duh 
had very well proved, that Orac/ey 
could be no „N the Im 
i ug he aſſures Cel ft P either. de- 

ing or weakening thoſe 7 4 
ab all this, oy ware gs 

ered by Demons, IN; 


have quoted ſome . 
which had been Alben i f in ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, that although many others 
might be imputed to the Arrifices” of 
' Priefts, yet that could not. But Zuſe- 
bius has 3 no ſuch thing. This is, 
as if he ſhould ſay, I clearly ſee; that 
all the Oracles can be no other than 
Cheats; but yet I am not wifling to be-. 
lieve them to be ſo; why ?. becauſe ĩt 
ſerves my Purpoſe, that the Demons 
ſhould now and then enter into an 
Oracle. This is a very lamentable kind 
of reaſoning. . But, if Luſabius (in Fu 
ws | | I 


. 
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Circumſtances of the Times he lv 
ed in) durſt not have. ſaid opetily, 
that Oracle were not the Works of 
Demogs, but ia ſeeming” to main- 
tain that they were fs, he ** oils 
ed the contrary as artfully 
the G would 10 — 2 

We are at efs either one 


or other, according 0 — 
have of "Euſebius : hy or my own part, 
believe clearly, that he affoited the 875 


cular Demons at random, or from a 
Reſpect which he affect wo have for 
the common Opinion. © © © 

There is 4 of Orig in fits 
Seventh Boo Cn, which 
ſufficiently proves tlut he attribute 
Oracles to Damans, only. in Conformity 
to the Times, and to the then State of 
e x berween the C 


* I might (fid he) male 
Anthori "of "Ariſtotle, and 
> 2 a, e, * 
* Sf conld 
— * ts 2 his 


Seftaries, ner out 4 Thins s 
that oy, Tent 
eafly make it * that thi Greeks 

E 4 , 1 
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themſelves made no great Account of them; 
but granting that they wire not Fiktion, 
nor Impoſtures, let us 75 the 1045 


Aue more cloſeiy, and ronſider, 


ther there were any Neceſſity, _ that 
pa ſhould bave any Concern in then, 
and if it were not more reaſonable to bs- 
lieve, that they were direfled by evil 


Dæmons and Genii, Enemies to Man. 


king. 

It is ſufficient! evidens, that 
maſt Nr believe 32 
We t agans, u | 
them * a Proof of the Divinity of 
their Religion, were far from allowing 
that they were the Artifices of 
"Prieſts: So that to gain alittle upon 
the Pagans, there was a Neceſſity of 
up to them wit they main- 
| with ſo much' and to 
Le- ſce, that though there might 
be ſomething of ſupernatural in the 


conclude, that a real Divinity was con- 
on the Sag] 
4 ri upon 

It is true, that, "abſolutely ſpea 
it had been much better wholl ro 


= 
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excluded the Demons from Oracle; 
and that by this means a greater Blow 
would have been given to the Pagis 


Religion. But all the World perhaps 
did not enter ſo — into this Matter, 
and it was thought ſufficient when 
the Hypotheſis of Demons, which ſob 
ed the whole Buſineſs in two Words, 
the Credit of all thoſe Miracles, which 
the Pagans could alledge' for their falſe 
Worſhip, was defeated. its; 
This, it is probable, was the Cauſe, 
why in the firſt Ages of the Church 


Men ſo generally embraced this 
pinion « ing Oracles. ' We fee 


concerning 
clearly enough into the Darkneſs of 


remote Antiquity , to diſcover, that 
Clrifians did not bold chis Opinion 


ſo much for the ſake of Truth which 
it, * 8 


= A 
\ 


* f 8 
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 Hitherto, we have only removed 
the Prejudices that are contrary to our 
Opinion, and which are derived ei- 
ther from the Syſtem of the Chriftias 
Religion, or from Philoſophy, or from 
the general Conſent of Pagans 
and  Ghriftians. We have anſwered gll 
this, not by acting meerly on the De- 
fence, but oftener by attacking ; and 
now we ſhall — 2 1h Aſſault with 
ſtill greater Vigour, 
all che particular. Circumſtanges 2 
may be noted in the Oracles, that they 
never deſerved to have been tribune 
w er or the Ip nen 


u! 


a meg god. * 


© H A P. X. 
of Oracles ane er Writes: 


T was ſoefy 2 Matter to corrupt 
theſe Grades, chat it was yery evi- 
dent that they were m by Meg. 


The , Pythian Pritfeſs- was called 


Phili Demoſthenes, * he 
as on n er de Oracts of 
Delphoñ were always conformuble to 
the roles | of Philip. 


* When Cleomenes, King of Sperr, 
had a mind to depoſe Demgratus the 
tormer King, ce that he was 
not the Son Ste 0 Predeceſſor, 
and when Aten | himſelf complain- 
2 ths that his 0m was 1 a * wp 

n Marriage. e 
was ted on 3 . 
and esl the Thing was 4 þ 
Nature, «hat it ould. be decid 
by the Gods. Hut me i 


r 


vent 


that when the ecedamonians 


mM ſame Thing was always 


don them, for the Contempt of Orders 
ſio oſten 


3 


vwent 3 to the chief Pricfieſs of - 
Delpbas, and ſhe declared that Dema- 
ratus was not the Son of The 
Cheat was ſome Time after diſcovered, 
and the Prieſteſs deprived of her Dig: 
nity ; for they were bound to revenge 


this Diſhonour done to the Oracle, and 
repair its loft Credit. 


to 


the Time that Hippias whs 
Tyrant of Athens, ſome Citizens whom 
= baniſhed, _ the Py- 
thian Prieſteſs by a 

Low 1 


come to conſult her (no Matter on win 
Affairs) ſhe ſhould always tell em, 
* muſt deliver Athens Ava T 

And the Lacedæmonians, to whom 


whatever they came about, believed it © 
laſt, that the Gods would never par- 


and therenr took 


up Arms againſt Hippias, 
was their Ally. 
As the Demons delivered at 


they never failed in Complaiſance to 
* Herod, Lib. 5. 


h he 


thoſe 


- 
8 


thoſe Princes that were become farmi- 
e 
had a very great or | 
and Auguſtus. Some Hiſtorians. 2 
us plainly that Mexander had a mind 
his abſolute Authority to make hi 
the Son of Jupiter Ammon. both to gra · 


anity, and for: the Honour 


The  Hiftory 


a ', (for he was 3 
| e S 


which Words with 
Oh Son of 3 2 wc oo 


a vn, for. g in. 
We j failed 
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failed not to turn this Miſtake of 
the Prieft to the Advantage of Mexyn- 
der; and without doubt the Prieſt him- 
ſelf made it paſs for an Inſpiration of the 
God who had directed his , and 
confirmed his bad Prommciation 505 Orathes. 
The laft manner of relating this Story is 
perhaps the beſt ; for great Thirigs are 
eaſily deduced from mall Beginnings. 
Augustus was ſo much in Love 
with Livia, that he took her by Force 
from her Huſband, big with Child 2s, 
ſne was; and had not Patiente to ffay- 
for her Delivery before he married her. 
The Action being ſomething extraordi- 
nary, the Oracle was conſulted about it: 
which knew well how to make itz 
Court, e the Mar- 
tiage, but affirme Weddings ne- 
ver ſucceeded better, than Yu the 
Bride was already with Child. This 
ſeems' to me 10Wever A ſtrange 
Maxim. 

There were at D 1a but two Fa- 
milies, out of which they might chuſe 
their” Kings. © But * Ly/ander, one df 


— 


A 
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the greateſt Men that ever Sparta 
formed à Deſign to take away this 
Diſtin&tion, too advantageous for the 
two Families, and too injurious to all 
the reft ; and to open a Way to the 
Throne for all thoſe who thought they 
had Merit enough to pretend to it. In 
order to this; he contrived ſo 8 
a Plan, that T admire how a of 
Senſe could expect Succeſs from it. 
Plutarch ſays very well, chat ft was 
like a mathematical Demonſtration, to 
which no Man arrives but by long 
Circuits. There was a Woman in 
Pontus bro | 
Child 


Thought 
intend mgif gs this Chl — make 


a of tim ſhewed his Views to 
ry cnc) an he cauſed a Re- 


port „that the Prieſts of 
be, had in their Poſſeſſion the 
ancient Oracles hut were not per- 
mitted to read becauſe Apollo had 


reſerved that Privilege for ſome one that 


ſhould come of his Blood, and repair 

to Delpbos to have his Birch recog- 

nized. The Child of the Woman at 
Pontus 
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and it was contrived that amongſt thoſe 
myſterious Oracles, there was to be one 
te Tray that thy ou wo give 
tans. t to give! 
the Crown ley only, — 7 
any Regard to Families. Nothin te- 
mained now but to frame ſame Oracies 
to bribe this Son of Apollo, who was called 
Silenut, to make him come to Delphos, 
and to corrupt the Prieſts. All this was 
done; which ſeems Very W - 
to me; for what ſtrange Machines muſt 
have been made uſe: of ? Silenus Was 
already in Greece, and prepared to ga to 
make himſelf known at Delnbos for the 
Son of Apollo; but, as ill Luck would 
have it, one of Iyſander s 85 
having a Terror upon him at laſt to 
himſelf embarked in ſo delicate an 
Affair, ſpoiled all. iN wat £1086 
There is ſcarce a more remarkable 
Example to be found in all Hiſtory of 
the Corruption of the Oracles ; but in 
reporting it, I will not conceal a Truth 
that my Author ſays nothing of : which 
is, that Lyſander had before endeavour- 


ed to corrupt - many other n 


5 
5 = 
* 


y 


The Hiſtory ode 
but could not accom it. 8 
refuſed to tale his Money, Jupiter m- 
mon was inflexible, and even the Frits 
of the Place ſent to Sparta. to 
accuſe Lyſandey; but by his Intereſt he 
got clear of that Affair. The great 
Prieſteſs of Delphos herſelf refuſed to ſell 
him her Voice. And this makes tne ſtill 
believe, that there were in Delnbas tw] o 
Colleges, which held no Communica- 
— A ors 2 
t for Ly 

tho* he could not 5 
Prigſteſ, bribed the F — 
The Priefteſſes — 29 only who 
delivered the Oracles, viva voce, and 
acted on che Tr#pos like Furies; but in all 
probability the Prieſt: had a Record Of- 
fice of written es, of which they 


p ,Pilpenſers,: and 


7: in e the 
Priefts, for the Honour of their Fync- 


tion were ſe lot ſometimes to thoſe 
who offered to thetn, | ef} 
when things were required 0 


e RG EA Ae = 
FIN ns ſuch as was the Inno- 
vation 


go The Hiſtory of Oracles. 
vation which Ly/arder had a Defign to 
introduce into the Government of Spar- 
ta; and perhaps the Faction of Ageflaus, 
which was then againſt that of Zy/ander, 
wad Granfvilte janet eb Project, 
and had been before-hand with the 
Oracles, Was it to be imagined, that 
the Prieſts of Ammon would have 


fartheſt Part of Lilja 0 Sparta, 
ſecure ſuch u aged tied 


— 


141 
- 


tht 


CHAP. 


The e 1 ue, 92 


105 be LIT 4s 
„Ne i Dr 


nr ei 
of the 322 of ED | 


TE = 
n the Hoawhelt of 40 25 


e og * Epboſti tion, „ "As 


(Aﬀter the Death 
have it, char Epheſtion q ſhould - be 
deifyed : To which, all bis Courtiers 
conſenteg.,. wicheut au Difficulty 4 
And immediately, Temples were erect» 
ed in many Cities to Epheſtion, Feſti- 
vals were Aalen do hig Honour, 
Sacrifices er made, to him, mira- 
culous Cres d ribed tp: him, and 
in fine (tat nethigg et all might be 
wanting) 22 Pronoun- 
cer of Oracles. Lacan ſays, that Alexan- 
der, who was at firſt- ſhed to ſeq 
the Divinity of Epheſtion paſs ſo well, 


believed it himſel a engrh 10 be true 


92 The Hiftory of Oracle. 


and hugged himſelf with the 193 
that he was not only a God, but that 
he had alfo'the r of taking Code 

Adrian committed the ſame Folly 
for the Love of young Autinous: In 
Honour of his Memory he built the Ci. 
ty of lis, and he conſecrated 
Temples and Prophets to him (ſays 2 
Jerome :) Now there were no Prop 
— 1 theſe whos + Noo; 1 were 

acies yet Tearing, 
a Greek RO to this 5 


a N 


that Auguſtus alſo d. ivered | Orac las, 
22 find it in Prudemtius: And cer- 

' Aupuſiins was as venerable as l- 
— or Ephaſtion, "who according to 


all Likelihood, ee | 
* bot rnhenames Wit] 


r 
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Without doubt, theſe new Oracles 
pri e er Fran 
ca to e 

hehe Was there not Reaſon e- 
nough to belidve; that theſe were of the 
maten Foc Sik} Od. rk 
make a Judgment n 
of biaraus, Trophonius, Orphens, and 
of A 28 * 0 wy of Dye 
to mark Origin le E 
Lion,  Antinous and 

We do not find however; "hae theſe 
were in like Credie un che eo 
far from it.. N 
Theſe Gods of che 05 were 
never applied to but when it was neceſſa- 
ry for thecomplimenting of Princes; and 
2 
of 1 portance were to be a J 


repaired to The antient 7 
poder had been ig Poſſeſſion of Fururi- 
ty Time out of Mind ; and the Word 


of an experienced God - was fur more 


fre, than the Feller of ich us 


vere ee AGE 
whoſe Iptereſt 


it was to _ the e eee 
| deceſſors, 


94 Me Hiſtory of Oracleg. 
deceſſors, ſince they expected the ſame, 
: er fain have ones 8 oY nur 
cified Emperors (fuch as waz) 
more celebrated : but the Foote, ues 
cuſtomed to their old Oracles, could not 
have the ſame Confidence.in theſe ; nay 
Iam apt to believe, that, what Inclina- 
tion ſoever they had to the moſt ridi- 
culous Superſtitions, they laughed at 
theſe new Oracles, and in general at all 
the Inſtitutions of the new: Gods: For 
how could they poſſibly imagine ile 
Eagle, which flew out of the Funeral 
Pile of a Roman Emperor, to be the 
Soul of chat wee Wo 575 
| do Heavenk 71 
8 poſa tliat Pe 
| were decrived at the Kt Errction of 
Gods and Oracles:? For this Nraſon, 28 


I conjecture. ' As for the Gods, Page- 
niſin dad only two principal Sorts. 44 


them, Viz. the Gods who were 
to be eſſentially of a divine 
and the Codt which were originally of 
. a human Nature. The ſort 
vere declared Gods by the Wiſe Men, 
or by the ors with a Multitude 


of Myſteries and the People wes 
W 


The ey of Oni. » 


ſaw them then, nor ever before: The 
ſecond Sort, tho* the _ been Men 
in the View of the Worſd, yet they 
were deified by the * 1 Tncticiagion 
of the Peo % "i Reverence of their 
good Wor framed to them- 
| Eves! a Very Mo Lala of the one, 
becauſe they never faw them; and of 
the other, © becauſe they loved thetn. 
hs th _ nor ray Devotion 
or a mperor was. m 
a God by: Ordet of the © Court, and. oh 
LN e 
ides this, Was 10 A 
known 2 ſuch by the Wor d. | 
As for the Ga, eir firſt Efta- 
ym at is not more to ac 
nit but Half a'dozen P 
aal J Lan perſuundde That Bay. light 
is not EI, und I will not 
deſpair of 4 Ni tions rr a the 
ſame Opi Þ - „be an Hypotheſis 
ever ſo Gnade Jo, ic 155 but 8 8 
- tained for ſbtne tithe, It 


hr pr eo oel a0 = 15 : 


Amy op a Hole, but of which 
an e which made — | 
| dance, 


96 We Ae of Gele 45 

dance, x d got up into the Head. Per- 
haps ſomebody, wb Head was turn- | 
| ed With it, fell a talking, without Know. 
ing what he ſaid, and (ſpoke fome Truth. 
Im ede there muſt be e 


divine fancied to be in this 
and-that it contained the Knowledge 
Futurity ; then, they begin 19 approach 
this Hole with Veneration, and by, little 
and little Ceremonies are intr 2 
Thus, iy all. Probability, roſe the 
Oral, of. De 06. And 43 * 


es ee 


a 10 08 k ce, w y. 0 
not do ſo as well in others ? The Pan 
Rk with the © Marvellous: of 
Thing, and impatient for Se Hh Prot 
they expect from it, 8 


more than to ſee Oracles: 


12 * A * 9 8 tele On 


7214 


1 
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get the Character of being ancient. which 
ſtands them in great 


with no- ne Contradiction * thence. 
It is true, that'thoſe we call the Vul- 


then that of Ap ulla the Pythian might 
ſeem very 


ſo as well, Now it would 
Grange: and furprizing, that 4 meer 
Fancy of. Mlexander- ſhould” alone be 
ſufficient for putting a mon in Pol- 
ſeſſion of a Statue, and thereby opening 
r of Error to alf Mai 


* 


ans | 


The hin one. 18 


+ 4 17 4 


CHAP: XL. 


' What Places Orne wor . 


Vie a. 


E ſhalt bo enter into the De. 
et of the Frauds practiſed 
the 3 which includes many Paſ- 
ſages of ancient Hiſtory that are "oy 
entertaming and 


Countries that were modnteinous;. 


and by eon ce full of Holes 
and Cavities, © abounded meſt with 
Oracles. Such Was 'Bzotia, which 
ancientiy as „ada 
great number of them 
it is to be fteck that 
reckoned the den k 
World; and therefore 15 was a fit Coun- 
try for Oracks, being full of Dunces 
and Caves. 

I do not think that the firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment of Orurlaf was a — 


Cheat; but che common People 


Shfians were 


10x Degree of Superſtition which gave 
- Ab * 4 | ane — „ room 


Fa 


very 
By che way 
ple in the 


. 
[! 
d 
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room for Men of brighter Parts to make 
an Ad of it. For the Stu- 
pidity of the common People is oſten 
ſuch as could not 19 been fote· 
ſren; and ſometimes they who deceive 
them, think of nothing "Teſs, till l the 
are even invited to impoſe upon 
And my Opinion is, that r — 
not at firſt placed in Bani, he- 
cauſe it is mountainous ;- but that the 
Oracle of 1 having been erected 
in Bæotia, the manner we 5 
related, the others, that were ſet up 
Imitation of it in the ſame "Coun: 
try, were placed alſo in Caves : he- 
cauſe. — wn = knew bow On- 
venient were for the Purpoſe. 
Trpzhis Cuſtom afterwards ſpread 7 
almoſt ney: wheres, for th 
ne ary ; 4 5 5 
themſelves affect one Go | 
certain Horror, which promotes Super- 
ſtition. In Things: that are only gon 
trived to make Im preſſians on the I. 
gination of Men, ES 4s 0 be ne- 
glected. Perhaps the Situation of Del. 
her contributed to the W of 


* 
Cayey 


The Hiſtory of Oracles; ror 
its being a ſacred Town: It was built | 
on 2 


bel Kester the Help of An. That 
Part of the Mountain which was above 
it, had great Reſemblance of a Theatre; 
and the Exclamations f Men, 


d Oracles, a0 — 
equal Caves ; ſo that there 
many / prophetic I 
in the flat — and where 
were ſuch Defecte of Situation, the 
Prieſts knew: well enough how to re- 
medy it: For in of natural Caves, 
they accommodated hemiſelves, with ar- 
tificial ones, that is to ſay, what 
called Sanctuaries, Which were a ſort of 
Caves, the particular Reſi lence of the 
Divinity, and 2 N 1 FE the Frick 

ever r eb | . 


Mlb: « * When 
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* When the Pythian Priefteld'placed 
herkelk upon 355 Ttipos, W 
Sanctuary, an obfcure Place at ſome 
Diftance Rom a2 little Room, 
thoſe ſtood who came to confu the 
ratle. The Entrance of this 
was wholly covered with Branches 
Le, , by which 2 ke. G D 
t werty of approachi 
poſſibly ſee what pafſed within, N 
| From Medes 6 do yon think i 
ceeds the different Account whi 
Ancients give of the Form of their r 
cles? ft is betauſt rhey never Taw win 4 
paſted in the Inſide of their 
For Example, they are no age 
about the Oracle of na, R 
what fhould the Greeks have knen 
better? Aare, (as . Sdidas rt 
' writes, that at Dodona, there were tho 
Columns, upon one of which there wasa 
Baſon of Braſs, and uponthe other 77 
of a Child 1 a Whip, the Lahes 
' which being alſo of Bra made 
aſon rattle, When * were FRO 
the Wind, _ 


2 Plutar. Dial. O Oracles that were ceaſed. 
Demon 


N 7 
, 
1 
1 
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Dawn (according. to che ſame Si- 
das) lays, that the: of Tupiter as 
Dodons is all noompaiitd With Baſana, 


which, whenany pat is puſhed agaioſt 
he he Mikes NCAA. 


all ound to the geſt, and they make 


Others ſay, chat it Was a ning 
Oak, - which Ghodk its Branches 
Leaves when the Orea wes confulied i 
and which declared its 1 
| mn 
tiis 


mitafcft but the Nee, — 
it was board u UνjNn hut nat ſeri 
Inſide of dhe Hlect where 
ſidod, they only knew what cauſed 2 
Noiſe. * edu, and abr ſallactom 
of the Priaſts. Tot Hiſtory 
ſheavs, thatdſowe Kerim had the Privy 


lege to ene 

they wore Men | 

render ati  "trubo reports 
from Calitbones, — — | 


alone with the Prigft ino che Sunctu- 


5 * . 
a. * 4 ' 2 Lab on 0 
„ . as Þ # „ & ww Bi £ av 


a Din which \cootipus für ſome Time. 


plain from all this, cher hee 


eee 


a . 
* 
——— — — — —— — — - 
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„ Taclnd alto relates thet - Veſpapar 
deing at Alarandeie, and haying | 
would needs conſult One of en 
made every body quit Templey 
and yet for all 22 — — 
not enter into the 

ſtances of this Privilege a are. 
very rare; for my Author avers 
he-never knew of any ocher tha 
ſays 1 Tir, to. w 
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T} 
did it only to Princes, * 
aa dender ve gare 
cret; and who, in the Circumſtances 


to extol the Or Oracles, 


that the reſt were not 


wm" 


The Hiftory of Oracles.” goy 
In theſe dark Sunctuarits all the Ma- 
chines of the Frieſis were kid ; and den 
entered into them by Paths under 
Ground. Rufinus deſeribes the Tem- 
——. Serapis to ua, as full of coveretl 
ays: —— tot bring aiTeltnhony 
than his do not the; Holy 
| Scriptures tell us how Daria diſcovered 
the Impoſture of tie Pricſts of Bel, 
who had à private Paſſage into his 
Temple, to take away the Viands there 
offered This ſingle Fact is enough, one 
would think, to decide the whole Q, -- 
ſtion in our Favour; for we there have 


an Account” of one of the Miracles of | | 


Paganiſm, which was the- moſt univer- 
ſally believed, how that the Gods them- 
faves took.” the Pains/to come. and eat 
the Victims. Do the res attri- 

bute tis to Damons Not at 
all; but to the Prieſts. This 
is the only where the Sori 
tures give any Deſcription of a Pagan 
Miracle; andthough t 


do not tell us 
the ſame = 
ture, they give us laid to under ſtand 
that l ' After all, how. maeh . 
eaſter would it have been to'perfoade 


F 20. 'the 


7 


| 
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the Peaple that the Gods deſcended in- 
to States to ſpeak to them, nd give 
them wholeſome Inſtruttiona, than that 
they came to cat the Members uf the 
Goats and Sheep? and if the Erieſts dift 
really eat, inſtead of the Gags,they might 
with much more Reaſan N 
Oracles i in their ſtead. zu; 2 

The Vaults of the Bunchuries 
the Voice, and cauſed rebounding) E. 
choes, which imprinted Terror en A 
that heard it: You fee alſo in 
the Poets that the Pyibian * 
ſtrained her Voice to à loud P 
more than human. Perhaps won 
ſort of * Trumpet which m 
Sound, was not then | 
known: And it may be, Sir Sam 
Auureland only revived a Secret, which 
the Pagan Prieſts knew before him 
but choſe rather to get Profit by con- 
cealing it, than Honour by divulging 
it. Father Aker aſſures us, however, 
that Alexander had one f theſe Trum- 


e $i” Samuel Moreland's faking Tromper. 


un- 
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pets, with which he made himſelf heard 
wn By whole Arm Tha 1 wi one Sound. 

Soc omit, Which 
a> 2 2 og ſerves to demon- 
ſtrate ho-. much the Priaſts were ad- 
dicted to 8 From the ganctu- 
ary, or _— the Temples, there 
came out ſometimes à very agreeable, 
Vapour, which tilled all the Place where 
the Conſulters were: It was the Arcival 
of the God, you mult know, that per- 
ate bn be Contr b end 
carrĩ ures ſo 5 
as to deſcend to theſe minute Chron 
* would n any Fling el 


| Gd wm, of Ora 
0 1 A P. . 


6 of the Dieren. if "hare. 6 
ther Myſteries of Oracles. wy 


0 REL N e 
I Precaution; and therefore they 

| appointed certain Days on which no 
Man was permitted to conſult the Ov 
cle. This had a myſterious Air, which 
goes a great Way in fuch'Mateers; "but - 
; the chief Advantage 


if they had no mind to gi 
Anſwer; or that during thi 


| The Hi Loren. 36g Yo 


very roogh ; Wer, her by the Arm, 
ead her in 


a hereu 
ſhe cried vat, 4h 5 — 


. 
160 be reſiſted. I 7 fire n nd fo 
Aloxtnder) this' Orace' i 25 0 

me. © MT) "gd. 5,54: 

But the Prieft As ard, 
gain Time then they plealtd.' bre 
the Oracle was conſũhed, there Mus a 
Neceſſity of ; and if the En- 
trails of the Victims were not lucky, 
the Cad was not yet in à Humour to 
anſwer Who ſhould be che Judges of 


— could" have! and Ree 
Security: And yet they could not ſo well 
hide their J but chat the Cheat was 
ſuſpected by many Perſons; and there- 
fore they contrived. „** 
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to eſtabliſh certain My ſteries, which! 
engaged thels that were initiated: Inga 
them, to inviolable Secrecy. | 

It is true, there were ſuch; NA -ſterics 
in thoſe Temples where there were no G- 
racles; but many of the Oracle le Tomplis 
had Som. wed for Inſtance W 


Wr 

eg eg he and if 

to have opened his 
he w | 
Atheiſt, and / a wicked May and. i 
volved in ee which, he could 


8 

no be hagge 
che Inhabitants of Delphos would have 
been always obliged to have 
the Knavery of their Prighs 4 
phos was a City which had no other Re- 
venue but that of its Temple, and ſyb- 
fiſted only by its Oracles; but: tr 
Prieſts —— the Peo to ame 
ſtill more, by the dou 
ſtition and Intereſt, If a Man bad given 


be Hiſtory Oracles. wit 
the Oracles an ill Name, in ſuch g Ten, 
he. No] have bad 4. Time 00 5, 
They who were injtigted into thei. 
Myſteries agree pc for their 1 91 
tion; for they were 
Confeſſion to their e 
82 Actions af their Lives: and then 
the page Nori 3a 
their do 
But a. Leatdrerpontian, who was going 
to be initiateti into the Myſteries of $4- 
mothrace, ſaid blundy; to the Prigfs :, 
. 
Goas are not igutr ant 
Another reaſoned much in the ſame 
Manner: TOR Tous or A 1 
LA 3 dur Crime. 44 
of ſays the Prieſt. Wall then, retirs, 
ſaid the Lane mani and T' confaſs 
them to God. Theſe Lacedaummiaus were, 
not extremeiy 
there have bee 
enough to make a ſham Confeſſion, for 
the Sake of iritiated imo their 
Myſteries, and chen diſoover all tha 
Folly. of chem, and . the Wer 
WL _ * — . 
Wr oy 


| 


1 is Thi Hg of Oracles. 
1 believe that this Misfortune high 
happened, and that the Prieſts c 
we Means to prevent it: Thy 
plats ſaw with whom they had to do; 
will warrant you, the two Late- 
demouians, whom we have mentioned, 
were not admitted. Beſides, they had 
declared the  Epicureans . ; PAP of 
being initiated into the Myſteries; be: 
cauſe they were Men who made it 
their Buſineſs to ridicule them; and 1 
do not believe they ever delivered 24 
Oracles to them: Nor was e Ce , 
ficulttodiſcover them; forall 
who applied themſelves ever ſo lade © 
Literature, made choice of ſome | 
of Philoſophy, and took a Surname from 
that Sect, * like that which we 
aſſume from an Eſtate. For gr rs 
there were three Demetriuſes, thus di 
guiſhed 3. viz. Demetrius the Cynic, De- 
metrius 3 and Nen the Pe- 


The * Cuſtom of excludiog uk Epicu- 
reans from all Myſteries, was @ genend, 
and ſo neceſſary for the Security of 
Things ſacred, chat it yas made ue of 


by chat grand Impoſtor, whoſe Life L- 
cian 


- 


„ 
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ian deſcrib ſo agreeably 4 Lean thi 


Alzxzandyr, who impoſed upon the Greeks 
ſo e his Se Rn e ee 


fans to the . Seen 4 for he 
hows ht one no better than 


than the other: 
And [before he nus Ceretnonics,” 
he always. 


cried; Let ib Chriſtians z 
turned aur. To ho the 


©. 
ſwered, in. a. kind bf Chor, wt 
Epicureans de put aut alſo.” Nay, he 
did far worſe than al its; for ſeeing 
EE ee 

le, who tho I 

lake x0 ET e 
remonies into Ridicule, he declared that 
Pontus, where he then lived; was full of 
wicked People: and chat the God, whoſe - 
E 
if ere not turned dut of it; and 
8 he fell foul upon the Epien- 


reans aw and the Chrsftians 09. 
The Apollo of DapÞne, im che Suburbs 


of Antioch; was under che fame Unews 
ſineſs, when in the Time of Fulian'the * 
Apoſtate he anſwered all thoſe who © 
aſked Him the: Cauſe bf his Silence, that 
ii l 


Ges Ng EONS. 
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Theſe were the Bodies of Chrutien Nur 

e e BSabily. Now 
durtent Opinion, that the Pre- 


ſience of theſe Bodies of the Bleſſed de- 


prived the Deemovsof the of ſpeak· 
ing in the ac 10 
He, chat the = s —_ 


2 er any ons £1 ne ” 
, why 
r What was to 
me, unleſs they were in Holes, in 
Caves, and in obſcure Places ? And 
why they did never animate a Status, 
in ſome Croſs-Roads, expoſed! on * 
e e e 


Fe a 


It 
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It may perhaps be ſaid, that thoſe 
Oracles which were given in anſwer to 
ſcaled Letters, and thoſe eſpecially, that 
were delivered. by Dream, not 
have been without Demons ; but it will 
be very . for us to hew, that t 
had no in them mare mary 
than the re . 


& 94 +4 MF 4 


CHAP. XIV. 


o Otacles Mer" ware Ae in 
1 d e Letters, 5 


IHE Price were not 00 rope 
| lous as to be afraid of unſelng 
the Letters that were brought to them.” 
They wete to. be laid firſt upon the 
Altar; then the Temple was, hut; 
which the Priefts ktiew very well bow 
to enter, without | beit ived. Or 
elſe, the Letters Were to b 
Hands of the Prigęs, n hey might 
ſep upon them, and receive in a Dream 
the Anſwer, that was to be returnetl to 
them. And in both Caſes, they had Lei- 
ſure and e to open them privately. 
For the doi they had many ſecret. 
Arts, ſome 0 which we ſee practiſed by 
the falſe Prophet of Lucian. And they 
are to be ſeen in Lucian himſelf, by any 


one that has rhe Curiolity to know hon 


— 
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the Letters of the Ancients were to be 
unſealed, without its being 

Certainly, they made uſe of fins of 


theſe Secrets, to 2 that 


the Governor of of whom Plu- 
jevch Tpeaks) had font to the Oracle of 
Mapfus which was at: Malls, a City of 
that Province. The Governor knew 
neee for he 
Pn ws Epicureans with 

gan ee they had Pur into 


Head: "He reſolved therefore, as 


carry 
of Mepſus. This Env 3 
= where he Tow „ © Dy 
Man, who faid to him, 
He cartied back this Auster to the & o 


* 
. R 1 1 
« * 
. * ” Fs 14 
ol - 
= 
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Miracle, he was all his Life 2 
devated to the God Mapſits. 

hereafier diſcover. to you the 4009 
ol the Dream; but it is Ry at pre 
ſent to.obſerve, chat it ia highly 
blez that the Letter was © 

ſkitfully ſealed” again». There KY 
Neceſſity of carrying it to the F; 2 
but if a Hmon was to make the 


it was needleſi for the Governor to fa 
it. 


H tho Priefts duck notwenture. 8 0 
the Leners, then they: —— 


W potted abroad. Fes 
the' Pfieſts had ſo much e 
wh them about the Sacriſcat, 
uſed, before the Oracle anſwered, 
it was not difficult to draw 17 
own: Mouths, or at leaſt to 
jecture what was their Exrand; 
OY 5 
acgther,, | 2 or 
heir „ Affts: Ne des oi 


„ 0 


N 


£3 15 


2 6 
* 


4 


15 


K 


fy EI 
1 
1 
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the Hands of certain of 


the Temple, uo, i under + Pretence!.of 


ſhewing EC _— —_ 5 
tues, the Paintings, — 
found the Art of making them d 1 
thoſe of that Calling no im Katy, oy 
in all tlie 7. Note. 2 
learnt Heart all the Miracles that 
— mate pongou 
Piſplay of the Power and Nirac 7 — 
the Ged,: ant . rA Og 
— > — all-che 
ian pleaſantly; 

only on Fable; and thay +1 3 
they would. have been res rh phe 
have been told Truths, — 
them nothing. If they py war 
their Servants filent?: muſt — 
that in an Oracle Town, there | 
ſcarce any Perſons coma gy min _ 
Some were: Prophets' ' N 
others Poets; he put inte V . 
Oracles which were delivered in _— 
others, meer Aw erprevers:z- others, 


Sacrificers, - 


1 
| 
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Sacrificers, who offered up the Victims, 
and. examined their. Intrails ; others, 


Sellers of Perfumes and Incenſe, or 'of 
Beaſts for the Sacrifices z others, Anti- 


* A ha i r Rob 
nn-xZece wnom (> * 
of Stran — + "Now all: theſe 


trangers enriched 
People were in the Intereſts of the Ora - 
cle and the God : And if by the Means 
of the Servants | 


By this Means Anſwers might bas 
turned even without receiving Letters. 
And ſuch Methods were doubrlefs 


ficient only to tell them the Names of 


thoſe that conſulted them. POT 
thus of them in his .ſecond' "of 


Annals: nnn e 
ye „Ale 


„11 


2 Hoy Oles. rar 
to. of Qaros, 22 Woman dim 
23 1 C 0 al Delnhos 1 
Fw) a Man choſe out certain Families 
and gengrally. of « Milews you. need. tell 
him only the. and Name, bm 
that ,coms, 40, Saw/uli n , e be 
retires into a Grotto, and having gaten 
ſome rw * om 4 certain ſecret Foun- 
tain there, he anſwers you in Verſe, to 
whatever you have in your Thoughts, tho" 
often be is ignorant. 
Vers ne ay he that the Ora- 
cle of Si, fuk to the 
Manag auſe 


had no Fer 9s rigs 24 N 
a3 if po wa ' # Devil; bu becauſe 
that of ieulty in it, 
therefore «Min 9 8 he intruſted 
with it. We maß remark, that 
the Ignordnce of The Pfophet, on which 
the Marvellous ofthe Oracle does in 


great Part depend, could not be very 
ealily diſcovered; and that the Dæmon 
of the Oracle, as much a Demon as he 
was, could not diſpenſe with the Know- 
e bf Me Names 5 thoſe who conſult- 
ed him. But we are not come to that 
yet; it is ; ſufficlent 1 to have ſhewn' how 


G they 


N. but even row Ie 
is true, they could not anſwer. to the 
Thoughts of every body. and what the 
Prieſt of Claros did for Germanicus, he 


*,. 9 


E Orictes 2er 55 — 


oF ; 


Us | g ENoneraſOchbic were 
eli in Sis 1 
for this Way had more of the Marvel. 
lous in i 5 et and) 
very diffi Praftice,” 
famous f Mt the ee 
Trophonils j Doll. OD phonic 


« imple FD IE 


had been to i . and who had 
paſſed throug its. Ceremonies, has 
left us a very ample Deſcription of it : 


And I believe, an exact Abridgment of + 


it will not de difagreeable to the Res- 


der. 
Before any body deſcended into the 


Den of Trophonius, they were obliged 
. 
2 


7 10 
Ll 
: * 
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little kind of Chapel, called, The Chapel 
of good Fortune, and of the good Genmes.' 
During this Time they uſed Expiations 
of all Sorts; they abſtained from” hot 
Bathings ; they waſhed very often in 
the River Hercynas ; they ſacrificed to 
Trophonius and all his Family, to Apalld, 
to Jupiler ſurnamed the King, to Ja- 
turn, to Juno, to an Zuropean Ceres, 
who had been Nurſe to Trophonins:, 2 5 
dey lived only upon the Fleſh of the N- 
crifices, which probably was all that the 
Priefts lived upon. The Intrails of all, 
theſe Victims were ta be eaamined, to 
fee if Trepbonius thought fit to admit 
them into his Den;. but if the Omene 
had been ever fo lucky, yet it would. 
not do; for the dreiſive Intrails were 
thoſe of a certain which was ta 
be ſacrificed laſt; and if they were fa- 
vourable, then the Canſulters were led 
in the Night to the River Herqynas, 
where two Children about thirteen ot 
fourteen Years old rubbed all their Bo- 
dies over with Oil, then they con- 
ducted them to the Source of the River, 
and there they made them drink of two 
18 5 in 2 33332 obliterated 


242 "a 
a | 


4 - - o LH — 


The Eben of One 4 


obliterated all the r 
that before m; and ole: 


of Mnemoſyne, 
make — ru whatſocver =_ 
ſhould foe in the ſacred. Den. After 
all cheſe F ives, they were ſhewed 
the Statue uf: Tropbonius, to which they 
made cheir Prayer; and. then they 
were covered with 1 Veſt, which: 
was — 2 with certain ſacred 
Ris, ene the | 
Oracle. | 

The Oracle ſtood upon a 1 
and was encompaſſed with à Wall of 
white Stones, upon which were crectad 


Obcliſks of Brals 1 wiekin thie Cir ese 


was a Cave of the Shape of an Oven, 
cit cur Wy She Me - whoſe: 
Entrance was ſo ſtrait, that they did not 
deſcend into it by Stairs, but by little 
Ladders, and when they were come to 
the Bottom, they found another little. 
Cave, whoſe Entrance was alſo aar-: 
row: Here — 45 lad wang tag flat 


126 De Hiftory Ad, ** 
of the littſe Caye, and F 
Ptrreived themſclves pulled buy ah 
| 1 and Agility. 
Fbere it was that Things to come 
e declared; but not to all in the 
er; for ſome ſaw, others 
Aſter this 9 
e ing on round 
ith. their Feet fore- 


in, wi 


they had ſeen or heard: 
. 
Hei ot enius, uite 
m and ſenſeleſs; — eee 
ir Senſes by little and little, 
wy ot ponds for till 
Grandeur of the Myſteries, 
Divinity with which they were 
made them very grave; tho', 
hipk one Gra 
1 ſo 


. 
* 


filled, 
for m Part, I | 
en en 


| This FE 
ca: thither, to fee chere r 9 
thing 


"The 22 75 e = 


bong . made Choiceof "his | 
tainly Tro e 

Mee and did not receive 

body. _—_— all theſe Walhings, 
fs me let Night-walkings,/. and 
| e Paſſa narrow, "ONT 
Caves, fill Fon Minds with 
ſtition, Dread, and Fear? How ins- 
ny Machines were ſet at Work in thoſe 
dark Places? The Story of ' Demu/ring's 


beſides the ſacred Paſſage into it, which 
was known to every body, chere was a 
ſecret one, which Was known only 10 
the Prieſts. ER 
by their. Feet, 3 


1 


| 
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Tay of hanged it 86 they thought 

„Changed It 88 they © | 
fitting, and, in fine, alway | 
ed it 11 | 


our Dreams could not receive 4 pro- 
ble Interpretation, made you 
ſleep over again in the Temple; that 
* Philoſtratus, Lib. 2. fir of Apdllonius, 
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| they never failed to fill your Head with 
Fancles fit to make drenm of Gods 


a or Poe 


And the Prieſts might have 
this Privilege to themſelves alone, wich- 
out any Blame; for, conſidering w 


5 
7 


IE 


81 
1 


RF 


15 
| 


132 The Hiſtory of Oracles. 


his Health at nt what a Reputs- | * 
tion it wauld have been to the Orale“ 
If he died, ic might be faid it was 
for his Advantage to die after the Con- 
. he could neither a 


erve, There was a Neceſſity of ad- 
hering to che laſt Conſtruction, uch 
did not fail: ta prove to the'Advarkage 
-e ad re eee, wah 
cad. . | 
Macrvbiul: ſays, - that when: ien 
bad a. Deſign 8 the Par ibi - 
ans, he was deſired — the O 
cle of the City Heliepelts about it, to 
3 1 ſend a ſealed Let- 5 
W. N 5 
- Confillence in Cee yet he | 
ſealed Letter thither, in which — 
was nothing written, and the Anſwer 
wes alſo a Blank. Fran being now 
convinced of the Divinity of Orcas, 
ſends. another ſealed Letter, in which 
he demanda of the God, whether be 
ſhould vet urn tu Name, after be hatl niſhe = 
ed the War be had untertan / The 
ordered a Vine, which was on of che 
Offerings of his Temple, to be cut in 
ber and 251 0 'TFajan. 5 
vent, 


det ner pre- 


** 
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Event, ſays. Macrahius, . was 
formable to the Oracle; tc 
ing in this War, 


his, 0 1 5 
were repre uy by i Jo he Vines, | 


8 


were ed D. 2 74 
"All the World 25 for cx a in tha; | 
the Eqagerot, fellg 3 095 e 


with the. Pa Th __ 
the only he. con-, ”*R 
ſulted the Orack f . 5 ey We... 


loſt a Part of his yon, 8 | 
N 


134 The Hiſtory if Oncles.” 


1 the Eenparge hat. were carried 7 
and by which they 85 i 
were for all —— 2 WN of 

1 de ee, had no mr 

: ine puts mind 
kind of m_ og = SIE 

| racle of which, 


5 The Oxm BYY 
To make the' 
| Birth, 


| eren „ eh 
| 'they. oh not geronr Bad theſe two 

erin. For, if they were conſulted 
r e 

0 toget 

fol Fields, If they a ot tv: 
the Purchaſe 2: any Lone there are 
Oren to till it, aud freitful Fade, If 
about a Journey; ib Oven are yoked 
together, and. quite ready to ſet out, and 
#he fruitful Fields e Gain. 
If one went to War, 0 


" 


ander the Yoke, elearly ſignify, that y 
- ſhall par your Enemies under che Yok 
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Subtilty that the Death of his Son was 
foretold by the Oracle, becauſe it ap- 
pointed Pytbagoras and Homer, who 
were both dead, for his Preceptors, 


T 


OE. 
Y \ ? * 1 4 *. 29 
hb 


10 — — 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Cheats of the Oracle ah 
; £1642 OPIN! ++ 


T is now. dle o detect the Cun- 
3 
that too 

— wete diſcovered 


been when they 
to the Eyes a the whole World, vi. 
when the G iẽ,Mkęmligion trĩumphed 
publicly Sve Tata ” under che 
Chriſtian 


Theodoret "that Theophilus, 'Bi- 
ſhop of Auuandria. ſhewed the Inha- 
bitants of that Town, the hollow Sta- 
tues, into which the Prieſts priveccty 

to deliver their Oracles. 
. Des 

am at 28 11 
cia — pulled daun, they chaſed 
thence, (ſays Ex/ebivs, in the Life of 
this „ not a God, nor a Dæ- 
OE but the e bad fo 


| 


| 5 3 5 A 1 7 
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ed Idols; they found no Gods at all, 
nor Demons, nor fo much as a melan- 
choly Shade, or obſcure Spectre, but 
only 1 Hay, or Straw, or Ordure, 
or the Bones dead Men. It is from 
kim that we learn the Story of beo 
2 w ded "Os is 
ioch a. 2 
Frie 1 
3 civer ID Se | 
fays, were belong- 
ing to this God. Theotechnus 02 
this Means got ſuch Credit, that 
Maximin made him Governor of the 
whole Province. = Licinias coming to 


Antioch, and ſuſpecting the Impoſture, 
cauſed the Prieſts 2 of this 
new Jupiter to be put to the Torture z 


ry they confeſſed all, and both 
and. their Accomplices were E 
to Dead, their Maſter Theotechans ſuf- 
firſt, The ſame En/ebivs, in the 

= Book of his Evangelical Prepe- 
ration, ſays alſo, that in his Time, the 
moſt. famous Prophets amongſt the 
Pagans, and their moſt celebrated Di- 
vines, of whom ſome were alſo Magi- 


ſtrates of their Cities, were compelled 
7 by 
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by Torments to diſcover all the Appa- 
ratus of the Cheats of the Oratles. If 
we were now to treat of what the old 
Chriſtians believed of them, all theſe 
Paſſages of Enfebjzs would, in my 
Opinion, decide the Queſtion. They 
admitted Dzmons indeed in a certain 


agan Prieſts themſelves, 
they have laid down, 


a. | Y 
termined. I will only therefore add 
one Chapter concerning Lots ; not to 
diſcover the Impoſture of them, for 
that jd damprehended in what we have 
already ſaid of Oracles z and beſides 
it is ſufficiently apparent of itſelf ; 
but that I may not omit a Species of 
Oracles very tongues; in Andquey.” | 


# » $3. 4 2 & 
- „ * 4 1 * - bu 
Fal 
k 0 an 4 * 


00 n Bier 4 . 


'Q H 3. ui 
of the Lats. 2 


OT is the Effect of Clarion; wy 
as it were, the Deciſion, or the 
Oracle of Fortune. / But Lots are the 
Inſtruments made uſe of, to know what 
this Deciſion is. 

Theſe Lots for the moſt Part were a 
kind of Dice, whereon were 1 
certain Characters, or Words, Ex- 
plication of which was to be ſought for 
in Tables made for that Purpoſe, The 
Manner of ufing theſe Lots was various: 
In ſome Temples they caſt them out 
of their Hand, in others they were 
thrown out of an Urn; from whence 
came this Phraſe ſo common with the 
Greeks, The Lot is fallen.” | \ © 
This tfrowing of the Dice Was al- 
ways uſhered in by Sactifices, and 
abundance of — The Priefts, 
as it is probable, knew how to cog the 
Dice ; but if they would not take that 
Fains, they need only let them run as 


they 
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they would,. ſince they were always 


Maſters of the Explanation. 
ebe Lacedemotiens. went ones Day 
to conſult the' Lots of Dodona, upon a 
War that they were unde for 
beſides the ſpeaking Oaks, the 
the Baſons, and the Oracle, there were 
alſo Lots at Dodona. Aſter alt the 
Ceremonies were paſt, juſt as they were 
going to caſt the Lots, with a great 
deal of Reſpec and Venerarion, a Mon- 
key of the King of the Molli, being 
got into the N — . the Urn 


and I. ots. top 1 his the 
frighted Prieſteſs old 


that 7 coaſt 8 
niant, they t not to 
con how' to ſave 


themſelves, _ 5 1. e ee 


the Lacedemonians 
more unlucky 

The moſt famous 7M of "all were 
thoſe of Prenefie and Antiiim, two lit 
tle Towns in Tah. 

At Præneſte was Fortune, and at Au- 
tium were the Fortunes, which were Sta- 
tues that moved of themſelves, (accord- 
ing to the Teſtimbny of Macrobius, 


* 


Cicero de Divx. lib. 2. 
Book 
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Book 1. Chap. 2 2.) and whoſe different 
Motions, either ſerved for Anſwers, 
or declared whether it was fitting to 
| conſult the Lots, or not. 

A Paſſage in Cicero's Second Book 
of Divination, which tells vs, that they 
conſulted the Lots of Prenefte, with 
the Conſent of Fortune, implies, that 
the Statue of Fortune could move its 
Head, or give ſome other Sign afr its 
Intention. 

We find alſo, that there were other 
Statues, - which had this very ſame Fa, 
culty. Diodorus Siculus and DQuintus 
Curtius ſay, that Jupiter Hammon 
carried by fourſcore Prieſts in a kind 
of golden | Chair of State, to which hun 
Cups of Silver; that he' was follow 
by a great Number of Women and 
Maids, who ſung Hymns in the Lan- 
guage of the Country ; and that this 
God, ſo carried by his Prieſts, conduR- 
ed them, by ſome Motions, which Way 
he would have them go. 

The God of Heliopolis in Syria, ac- 
cording to Macrobius, did the ſame: 
All the Difference was, that he would 
be carried by Men of the beſt Quality 

in 
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in the Province, and ſuch as had 3 
long time lived in perfect 
td had their Heads ſhaved. : 
Lucian, in his Treatiſe of the God- 
deſs of Syria, fays, that he once ſaw 
an Apollo ftill more miraculous, who, 
being cali on 'the Shoulders of his 
Prietts, took it in- his Head to leave 
them below on the Earth, and to 
motht himſelf into the Skies. 'And 
. of fuch a Man as 
cian, is 

But T am Scr ai ai 
the Cheats ef den N e . 
am ſo convinced my Reader is as 
of hearing it, that I will not ſpe 
any Time in how it was chat 

made their dance. 
the Bat, he ot were Arrows, 
and to this Da Turks and Ara- 
bians make uſe in the ſane 
manner. The Propter Ezekiel ſays, 
that Nebuchaditzzar mi his Ar- 
rows Ammon and Feruſalem, and 
that the predicting Arrow flew againft 
Jeruſalem a fine Way of deciding the 
Queſtion 


> 
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veſtion againſt which of the "xo 
Nations he ſhauld make War. 
In Greece and Taly, they oſten drew 
the Lots from ſome famous 55 as 
ow, . cl. . And wins Ai 
- preſented itſe 5 
Book, was ſooked u 
Cree of Heaven. e 
with a thouſapd E 


cheß ſet a great 
fy began. to TS EET , 
and to uſe thern inſtead of 0 
Lots of Prengfttc; * Alexander Severus, 
as yet e at's Time when 
the 1 65 Hekagabalus was not 


T1 


eee this Anſwet in 
the ie Tenge of Pro n W 


— Sq 725 appar e 
Tu Marcel Wl IT” EL 
If ls * 


ou can 258 0 De eftiny,).... ; 1 
Set el tus gar l. 22 : 


ers“ my Ather — that 
Kabeln mentions the Sertes Virgilianæ, 


hy = 


Lamps iaius. 


Virgilian 


ge... — | | 
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Ping: 
Triſles and Follics of Rabg/ais are many 


ald have blight 
him to more chan and Politeneſs. 


Theſe Lots were afterwards in uſe 
amongſt E who conſulted the 


1 Pu Scriptures - for that , Purpoſe, 


* in his * hundred and nine- 
teenth Epiſtle to 7 us, ſeems not to 
diſapprove it, wig 
ſecular Affair. i of Tours tells 


agreeable and jocoſe; he ſays, that the 


be done for * 13 4 
himſelf 


- 
-- 
—_— 
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himſelf what his Praftice Was : He 
paſſed ſeveral Days in Faſting and 
Prayer; afterwards he went to the Tomb 
of St, Martin, where he opened ſome 
Book of the, Scripture as his Fancy led 
him, and took the firſt Paſſage which df. 
fered inſelf to his View for the Anſwer 
of God; and if this Paſfige made no- 
thin for his Purpoſe, 1 he Lal 
the Bible in another P $ 
Others took. the fiſt Thing 
heard ſung when they entered 15 . 
Church,” Pt dd Le 3 
But Who would b-lieve that the Em- 
pe- or ® Heraclins, Aclberating in what 
Place he ſhould Winter! his Aron ; ſhould 
determine it by this kind of Lies He 
_.. purify'd bis Army for three Days, 
5 eget afterwards opened the Book of the 
ls, and there e found that Albania was 
| 5 out for his Winter Quarters. 
Was that an Aﬀairof whicha Man could 
hope for a Deciſion in the Scriptures ? 
2 At laſt indeed the Church has 
E quite baniſhed this Superſtition, but 
it took up a great deal of Time firſt : 
105 e once our Minds are poſ- 


® Cedrenus. | 
ſeſſed 


* 


aa. 
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long before 

ever. | 
ion. 

H E. 


* 


* 
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icated, if 
of the firſt Diſſe 
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ſeſſed with an Error, it is 
The End 


it can be 
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1 H 2 
Second DI 8 SER T A Tt 0, 


That the Oracles did not oo e at 
the coming of Jefus 'Chriſt 


HE greateſt Dificuly heh re 
ny, a8. Oracles IN fo 
little to the ban. dei 8 
_ very mat to 
| of Fe Chrift, or not. | 
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CHAP. I. 


The Weakneſs of the Arg uments in 
Support of. the. Opinion, that. the 
 Oradles caged. d. at. the n of 
 JelusChriſt, 


\H AT which induced moſt Men 
— that the Ordcles * 
of Nelas Chriſt, 
the 'Oraches ci 


ed at 
the Dresen 
2 f bn 


, the' he Thief 


teck 


| NG 5 the ſapeitire 

of thoſe \ Ore, in which a 
Demon that was ſtruck dumb, faid 
himſelf that he aj dumb. Theſe Oracles 
were either feigned by the too great 
Zeal of the 
received by tgeir Credu 
vill recite one of thoſe Orade,up- 


on which Exſabius 12 Cri bis Opi- 


nion, that the Birth of 
ced the Oracle.” It is taken from Fer- 


phyrins ; 


hs Hikes 1 
$; 0 
Fur Chrift "ofteti'deflfed 


brian, or too eaſily | 
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phyrius ;, and Euſebius never fails of 


making all the Advantage he can of the 
CNY of this Enemy. 


* 4x 


EOS ET, 


_ Adder to you the Wusb con- 
cerning the Oracles both of Delphos and 
Claros, (ſaid Apollo to bis Priefis.) 
In Times paſt there came from the — 
Vibe Earth. an infinite Number. 
cles and 'Fountaims, and Exhal Jons, 
which inſpired People -with- Drvine 
. Fury ; but the Earth, bythe. continual 
. Changes which Time makes in it, bas 
reimbibed into itſeſ all thoſe Fountains, 


| 1 Exhalations and Oracles: Aud there x- 


mains now no more but. the Waters of 
Mycale in the Didymean Fields; and 
| theſe Y E le, _ * 1 r 0 . | 
| pon 8 Enſebius 8 in, 
7 7 that all Oracles were then ceaſed. 
But it is certain that three of them 
at leaſt are excepted, according to this 
Oracle which he reports himſelf : But 
he takes Notice only of the firſt Words 
that make for his Pur poſe, and trou- 
bles not himſelf with the * 8 
ut 
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But, does this Oracle of Porphyrius 
tell us, when the other Oracles ceaſed ? 
not at all; though Euſebius chuſes to 
underſtand it to be at the coming of 


Jeſus Chrift. His Zeal i 
not his manner of arguing. mn 
And ſuppoſe that Porphyrius's O- 
racle did ſpeak of the coming. of Feſus 
Chriſt, it would follow that many O- 
racles then ceaſed, but that however 
ſome . gs 4 7 * 
Euſelius perhaps imagined that this 
Exception a of na Moment, and. that 


it was ſufficient that the greateſt Part of 
the Oracles did then ceaſe}, but he is 


miſtaken. If che, Oracles had been dęli- 
vered by Demang,, who by the Birth 
of Feſus Chriſt were condemned to Si- 
lence, then no Demon would have bern 
exempted, or privileged. _ If there 
was but onefiogle Oracle remaining after 
the Birth of Teſts G, I defire-no 
farther .Proof that it was, not his Birth 
that impoſed a Silence upon the Oracles. 
This is one of thoſe, Caſes, where the 
leaſt Exception oyerthrows the: genera] 


, * —* 


Propoſition. nh 


is laudable, but 


* 
* 


; Tho The Hi 


MW? — 


* 


moſt promoted 
rus 
Interch is the c 


wy of Oracles, 
be ſaid, e 


though cy lezen eh 
G Fa the Birth © 7 Cbriſ 
& et Oracle: continued ſtil or all that, | 
auſe the Priefts, counterfeiced, them. 
This would be a EN without 
any F oundation; for that 
Oracles continued four hunde Tens 
after the Death of Chri/t, and no Dice. 
rence has been bg between thoſe 
that were delivered after the Birth of 
Fefus, and thoſe that preceded it. * 
beſides, if the Prieſts could put "the 
Cheat e tor the Space. of four 
* hutidred Years, why could they notfo 
takvays?- 
Of all the Pa an Authors whb have 
__ that Oatles 


Chriſt, 
5. 


He 
8 ned Year air Obs and wrote 


the Ceflation of the 


2 3 et Tags 


Authority, 
See e 507 TER * 


their Opinion 
beehren 
to fay, of TrophiRins 
 Doipbor: Where, ap he 475 L 
antiently 


x, 
+ 


4 ' 4 = * 


Beviia, 2 


pet rey te 


2 
1. 


| om Rr ee gona 
n Funny 10h who main- 


* Dy Goes of Pipl rai ay 


2 fog 
Times ho Oh Ge ins ke 
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been for a Thouſand Years paſt. . But 


even in this Dialogue, which treats of 
. the Ceſar of Oracles, Demetrius the 
Cilician, one of the Interlocutors, ſays, 
that before he began his Voyage, the 
Oracles of Amphilochus and Mopſus in 
his. Country were as flouriſhing as ever; 
but that ſince he came from thence he 
knew not what might have happened 
© NET 
Thus you have ſeen all that is to be 
found in this Treatiſe of Plutarch; to 
- which. you are referred by: ſo many 
| Men of Learning for a Proof that Ora- 
cles ceaſed at the coming of CH. 
_ Here my Author pretends, that we 
are alſo fallen into a groſs Miſtake, con- 
cerning a Paſſage in the ſecond Book 
of  Divinations, . where, Cicero ridicules 
the Oracle ſaid to be delivered by 4- 
pollo in Latin to Pyrrhus, who con- 
ſulted it concerning the War be Was 
going to make againſt the | Romans. 
This Oracle had a double Meaning,” ſo 
that it could not be underſtood, ' whe- 
ther Pyrrhus was to overcome the Re- 
mans, or the Romans to overcome Pyr- 
thus. The double Entendrt is ſo 4 N 
| iar 
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liar to the Latin Phraſe, that one can- 


not well render it into Engliſh; for my 
mee wer ee 
_ ie 

1a, . 

| ſhall overcome. | £ 4 2 


The very Words of Cicero, concern- 
ing this Oracle, are theſe that follow. 

In the: Ir \Plare,” ſays he, Apollo 
never ſpoke Latin: Scronuly, The Greeks 
knew nothing - of "this Oracle :* 
: o, in the Time of Pyrrhus, had left 
rhiming . In uc, although the. a- 
d — 0b Family. Pyrrhus tas 
deſcended, wre far from being Men of. a 
very reſined Genius, or of much Pen- 
tration, yu be tion of the Ora 
cle was /o manifeſt, that Pyrrhus could 
not but «perceive it. But . what fhould 
be 2 7 Ne that. — deli- 
vere uch a namer at long 
ago, ſo that YE wr Pop. ic 
5 Fun 

It is on theſe laſt Words, . the Opi- 
nion is grounded, that Oracles were no 

e! ( the H 6 a longer 
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© longer dene Deiphor inithecTime | 
df Cicerv. KIT ra 
But my Author aneh a miſ- 
talen Notion, and that theſe Words, 


What ſhould be the Reafon that Oracles 
a Manner, 


- were delivered in Plainly 
- ſh2w, that Cicero ſpeaks only of Varl 
 'in'Verſez >the wee. of ſuch 
- one in that Place. * 
Bur know noe wheter we ought to 
be alrogether-of my Author's 
for immediately Cicero pr ; chus > 
N ben the Defenders of Oracles art bard 
Put 0 it Bere, they „Nhat ibi 
Miriie in the Exhalation of the Barth, 
\  wobich inſpired the Pythian Prighefs, 
; with Length of Time is 
old think that . 


hey were. talking 74 
| Lane Wine that was grown flat ; far-wha! * 
"Tame can ' conſume, or exhauſt, a Virtue 
all drome? — be more divine 
tban un Exbalas the Lartb, biab 
"works fuch an Affatt upon the Soul, 4s 
o give it both the Knowledge of Nuurih, 
and the Power to explain it in Verſe? 
It ſeems-to me, tliat Cicero means 
hat the Virtue was intirely ceaſed: 


„ Andhe muſt have been ſenſible; _—_ 


2 es 
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famous: As this is owing to its Pre- 
ditions being not ſo true; ſo on the other 
Hand, if t 950 not 2 once true in 
every Reſpect, it would never have been 
famous to ſuch-a Degree as it bas bern. 
But what is yet a ſtronger - Proof, 
Cicero himſelf (as Plutarch relates in his 
Life) did im his Youth conſult the Ora- 
cle of 'Delphos, as to his future Conduct 
in the World: And it was anſwertd 
him, that he ſhould follow his Genids, 
rather than be governed by the Vulgar 
Opinions. Now if it were not true, that 
Cicero conſulted the Orzrle of Delphes, 
yet at leaſt it muſt de 5 thay" it 


«v7, *, 
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8 4 12222 2 AY 2=, 1 2 ** 
Se FE 3% Ae. 


Why tte ancient Authors contra- 


diicted one another often, 'asYo'the * 


Time 2 the Ceſſation Oricles. 


FQW.comesit to paſs, it may be 
aid, chat in the * fifth Book of 
— Nburſalia, he ſpeaks thus of 
the Oracle of Delphos ?- The Oracle of 
Delphos, which has been filent ever ſince 
great Men” dreaded 4 future State, and 
forbad the Gods to ſpeak, is the moſt con- 


Aderable of all the Favours of Heaven, 


— 47 ban loft. And a little af- 
ter, Appius, d tas deſirous to know 


the Deſtiny of Italy, bad the Boldneſs to 


go and interrogate this Cave, t 
been ſo long mute ; and ta move this Tri- 
pos, that bas been ſo: long undiſturbed. 

How comes it; that Juvenal ſays in a 
certain Place, Sinre the: Oracle at Det- 


ka, ater __ N Ht 
bY Io Fs * 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


f 


1 The Hi if Oder 


In fine, what ſhould be the Reaſon, 
ur among the Hors of one andthe 
fame Age, we find ſome who ſay, the 
Oracle of Delphos ſpeaks no more, and 
others who ſay, he ſpeaks ſtill? And 
. whence comes it, that the ſame Author 
- ſometimes contradicts himſelf upon this 
Subjet? i 
Surely the Reaſon is, becauſe Oracle: 

ny fg their antient Repu- 


EE 


nge the Ban thier EE 
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chat it was more | 
gon cauſed the Solitude, [ge 


filed 73 — 7 ft ſoaoks of, 
ou ſee t tar. a 
Time very far back. Therefore, the 
Oracle h. 1 ſince its EreCtion been once | 
abandoned, and we are ſure that afjer- 


| poſh 
his Youth, conſulted the Oracle 5 Det- 
hos; that during the War between 
Czſ/ar and Pompey, and in that general 
Diſorder of the Univerſe, the Oracle 

was 
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was mute, as Lucan will have it; ahd, 
finally, that after the End of this 
War, when Cicero writ bis, Books of 
Philoſophy, it might begin to be re- 
eſtabliſhed ſo. far, as to authorize uin 
tus to ſay, it was ſtill in the World . 
and yet ſo o little,” as to juſtify Cicero in 

ſuppoſing that it was no hour in 


le. 
hen . as s Pohl te- 
Eu. burned the Porticoes of the 
emple of Dodona,: quite deſtroyed the 
Sanctuary "of 2 Gael, and pillaged, 
gr w the Offerings, an Author 
iche might very well have 
ory e Oracle of Dodona ſpoke 
no more, But for all this, in the next 
Age, another mr x might be found 
ae e rom * * 
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CHAP. „ 


4 


Th Bü) if the Dass of the 
Oracle of Pelybos, « ha d fone other 


- Gragles,. . 


KE. cannot keg Drove, that 2 
bout the Time of the Birth of 
Jeſus Chriſt, when the Silence of the 
Delpbie Orgele was ſo-· much talked. of, 
— — ceaſe, but was A 
y interrupted, than by ſetting down 
the different. Times in which, * find 
it has-ſpoke ſince. 
Suctamiut, in the Life of = — 
that the Oracle of Delphos warned lum 
to have a Care of Seventy -: three Years; 
that therefore Nero believed, he ſhould 
not die till that Age; and never thought 
of old Galla, who, at the Age of Se- 
venty three, took . his Empire . from 
him. Mean while Nero thought him- 
ſelf ſo fortunate, chat having loft Things 
of a'great Value, in a 4 — he 
boaſted that the Fiſhes would bring 
them back to him. 
But, 
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ſome other 
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Delphos 


But, certainly, Je def rentived. 
from the Oracle of 
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. « "Under the Antonini, Lurtan ſuys, that 
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1 66 The Hiſtory of Oracles. 


2 Prieſt of ana went and aſked of 


4 
„ 


for — Onarles, which were ſo like 
his oun, anſwered the Prieſt, chat it 


But when this artful Prieſt demanded 


anſwered boldly, Theu\feali he Camel, 
_ then 4 Horſe, ben u 3 at 


the Pleudo-Prophet Alexander, if be 
Oracle that. were then delivered at D- 


dymus, at Claros, and at Delpbhos, were 
223 the Anſwers of Apollo, or Im- 
Alexander having a Regard 


Was a Secret Not fit for him to know. 
what he ſhould. be after his Death, he was 


laſt a Prophet as great a5 Alexander. 

After che —— three Emperors 
diſputed for the Empire, Sverug Sep- 
timus, Pe ſcennius Mal, andi Clodius 
Aibinus. Delphos unn conſulted, ſays 
Scartianue, to know which. f. the Tbrie 


Would be beſt for ii Commonwealth; and 


the Oracle anfwerediin#etſe, The Black 
in the beſt z ibe Aſrican is god; ibe 
Mbite is ibe worſt. By the Black 
was meant Peſcennius Niger by the 
African, Stoerus, who was of Africa ; 


and by the Vite, Clodius Albiub. It 
n in e 5 


Maſter 


Mlaſter of the Empire? and it wasanſwered, 
be Blood-of the-White and ther Black 


vern the Morid. Then it way demanded, 
How long Time ſpall be govern ? and. it 
was anſwered,: He fball ride on\the Sea of 
Italy with twenty Ships, tho wichone Ship 


he may croſs. abe dra. By: which: it is 


meant, that Severus ſhould. Feign 
twenty Years, Here the Oracle re- 
ſet ved to itſelf an obſcure Meaning to 
have recourſe to in Caſe of N 


but in ſhort, when.Detpbotwasin its malt | 


flouriſhing: State, better . Oreclas., were 
never delivered there than theſe. 

Wie find: nevertheleſs, —— 
| 3 in his Exhortation ta the 
Gentiles, which he compoſed, either 
under Severss, / or about that Time, 
ſays very plainly, that the Fauntain af 


Caſtalia, which | bejonged. tothe O- 
racie of Delpbos, anil that of — 


and all. the other 

had at laſt, though late, lot der their 2 

bulous Virtues. 

Perhaps at chat Time, theſe. Oreoles 

were fallen into one of thaſe States. of 

| Neri which by Intervals they were 
' ſubject: 
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foal be ſpilt;- and the African; ſhall ge» 
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| B 
1 
3 


2 A 4 


Conſtanli | s 0 a 

ſuffered, Delphos to be pillaged. 
ſays 25 in the Life af ” Conflan- 
fine, | Produced to tbe View. of all 


abe People, in the Squares of Conſtanti- 
nople, thoſe Statues, which, through the 


— of Men, bad been ſo long the Ob- 
ella 
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| fefts of Veneration and Worſhip Apollo 


the Pythian, Sminjhius, the Tripodes. 
in the; Circus, and ide | Helicoman - 


Muſes in the Palace; N 


the Railleries of Mankind. + © 
The Oracle of Dalpbos, however, came 
into Credit. once, again ; for the'Bmpe; 


tl > 27 yu to conſult it about 


the «dition that be ingnded a- 


however extend its Hittory- farther: 
T here is n more mention of it in any 
Author; but it is very likely,” that was 
1 1 N 9 it ; and char 


ks. 


aft i* 1 
jo bold! 


y affirm, 9 Be 9 of 
Delpbes ended with the Anſwer it deli- 


wr to oncerning the He- 
L OY modern Authors T, 


who tought this Oral worthyof a5. 
„ t Meine. 7. be. 
Mr . 


1m 


” 


| 
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"rions Exit, anſwerable tothe great Ff re 
it made in C have confriyed 
ſuch à one for it. read in Cozw⸗ 
menms and Theodyret, 2 in the Time 
of Julian, the Temple of Apollo, 
which was in the Suburbs of Antioch, 
called Da ne, was ſet on Fire, and that 
to body old diſcover the Author or 
Cauſe 4 it; ſo that the Pagans ac- 
cuſed the Chriſtians of it, and the 
Chriſtians attributed it to 1 
darted by the Hand of God. Thwedavet 
indeed ſays, that a Thunderbolt fell up- 
on this emple; but Sozoments, ſays no- 
chitig at all of it. Now, theſe modern 
Authors Mad a Mind to tranſplant this 
Accident 'to the Temple dence 
very far NE, des 


Wu 

ingly t N at | 

Verge God, it was deep by by 
Lightning, accompanied with a great 

Earthquake T chere is no Rene 

made of this great Trembling of the 

Earth, either by Sotimiomes of ty 


in their Relation of the z of Dapb- 
ue; and it is added to keep the Thunder 
Company, and to do the more Hoocur 


e 2 
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It would be very tedious to give a 

ity of the Duration of al the other 
g the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt. 
It-is ſulficient to note at what: Time 
we find, that ſome of the p 
keen, ſpoke their laſt. But it muſt al- 

ways be remembered, that it is not un- 
derſtood, that this was the very /af 
Time they ſpoke, the? it was the laſt 
Occaſion, Authors had. to tell. us that 
the ſpoke. 

Ba wha did not finiſh his Hiſtory 
ll the eighth Lear of Alexander Severus, 
r e ——— 
ſays, -tbat in his Time, | 
delivered Oracles in Dreams: He tells us 
alſo, rape Oy er to | 
lonia an Oracle, where Thi 
were foretold by dane 
how the Fire took hold ob the Incenſe 
that was caſt upon the Altar. But it 
was hot permitted to aſk this Oracle any 
e earns Deathor Marriage. 
. — 28 
1 
Hiſtory e God, 
time, perhaps had Reaſon to take an A- 


verſion to ſome Things: Though I am 
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22 t bene 
Arr Burned ng 
97 0 eben that were-delivered 
t 2 e tome" 1 
cular Matters. 

Under Apel, cowards. the Yea | 
of Chrif 272, the P being 
revolted; conſulted the Oracle of 
of Sarpedon in Cititia. They conſulted 
Hkewiſe that of Venus of Apbaca ; the 
Form of which was ſingular enough to 
deſerve the mentioning here. 2. 
is a Place between Heliopolis and Bidlus. / 
8 le of Venus is a Lake 
like a Ciſtern: Where, at certain Aſſem 
blies had at ſet Times, is ſeen a Fire 

in the Form of a Globe, or of Lamps: 

And ibis Fire, ſays Zofmus, has been 

feen eben in our” ::that is to 'fa 
about the 400th Year of 7eſk hehe 

The Conſulters throw into the ae 
Preſent deſigicd for the Goddeſs, vf 

phat kind Lower! it 'was ; if ſhe re- 
ceived it, it finks' to che Bottom if 
ſhe receives it not, it fwims on the 

Surface of the Water, be it of Silver; 

or Gold. In the Tear before che Run 
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of the Paknyrenars, their Breſents tak. 


iQ the Boom ; but:the Lear 

they all ſwam oni the, q op Joe: 
Luciniu having a Deligs 1 1 cy" 
the War with Conſtantine, copſulted 


Au. thee dawn. 

*. A God, of no Note, 3 
delivered Oracle in Apex 0 Letters, 
at Anda a Town on the Loren 


| rig 

Proſecution, imp priſoned or baniſhed a 
Number of ' Perſons, and ſome 
cauſed to be | cruelly tormented : 
For, by theſe Letters, the God was 
conſulted as to the Fate of the Empire, 
or the Duration of the Reign of Con- 
ſtattius, or as to the Succels of ſome 
Deſign on foot againſt him. 
„ Soom. * Marcellinus. 
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In fine, Macrobius, who lived under 
Arcadius and Honorius, Sons of (hor 
| defius, ſpeaks of the God of Heli 
in Syria, and of his Oracle, and the 
Lots of Antium, in Terms which poſi- 
tively prove, that they were al remain | 
ing in his Time. 
* But =» we muſt obſerve, that it & 
of no Conſequence to our Deſign, | 
all theſe Miene ſhould be 1 
that theſe Oracles did really delivet the 
Anſwers which are 2 to hem: 
for falſe Anſwers could be aſcribed 
to the. Oracles that were to be 
ſtill ſubfiſting 3 and the Stories, which 
ſo many 3 have related of thetn, 
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Culapius at 22 in Ca, in 
— which there were Oraclis. But 
yet he | prohibited Satriſices to the 
Heathen Gods, wad. by that Edict be- 
gan to make their Temples of no Uſe. | 
The Edicts of - Conflantins, and of 
Julian (chen Emperor) are extant, 
whereby all kinds of Divination were 


prohibited on Point of Death, not only 


® Zofimus. + Euſobtas, || Theodoret. 
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Dreaths, and Magicians, but alſo that 
of the Air: Soothfayers 1 which 


ve « great Shock r 
al. 


\ Romans, And indeed 

— had a particular Intereſt 
biting all kinds of . Divination, becauſe 
one or other was always inquiring about 
their „and cially who were 
to be their Sueceſſors: And ſuch Sue - 
ceſſar truſting to the Flattery of the 
Diviner, uſed gr. d = Is 
— ry | 


Soya ones pg 
as well as at 6, found Lk | 
took it out of Water, a Narrative 


_-_ what was to befal bim, and * | 
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e ſerlous Affair: And ther ot 
in one of his Letters, 0 
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10 1 2 5 of Chriſtianity 
into it, fuch,as tow Stran- 
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e Fa. 
to addict bene, wich a- 
' -Mily, only to the Service of the Gods, 
and to have a watchful Eye upon the 
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| that it ie Shame, 
EEE 
thens ſhould let their Poor 
E. Ne we that Hoſpi- 
rake a g de . fo he 
to them 
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much inferior 
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the Pentiff to — 2 to 
che Governotz at their Houſes, and that 
be ſhould only write 40 them nor will 


he have the a any Ten ew, but only 


when 
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- when they come to the ; and 
. that there they go to rectivi them u 


further an than the Porch. ++ He a 


 forbids”the Governors on ſuch 2 
cafion to have Guards marching before 
them, becauſe they are then no more 
than private Perſons ; but he gives the 
e e ee * 
With on Care, ed, this loesen 
of C it is probable, that if Jw- 
lian had lived, he would have retatded 
the Ruin of his Religion; but God cut 
Am uff eee —— ä hace 
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out 2ealoiſly' for the eo 
— * but in the ſeven Months of 
his Re __ could make no great 


4 Valar, 0 Had the Eee E- 
Y gave Liberty to all Men te 


vrhat Gods they pleaſed, 
$* himſelf more inclined - to 
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3 that Zofomus, conſidering the then 
tf his Religion, was e to Have 
been in a \ Hinnour's Rang of 

| pe that was tin dots to it, than 

to pleaſe himſelf with the "Thoughts! of a 

Payour that was not Thewn to r. 

This is certain however, that there 
are Inſcriptions at Nome, and in other 

Cities of Tah, by which it is manifeſt, 
that under Us Reign of Valentinian. 

Pet ſons of great Note celebrated the 

Sacrifices called Taurvbolias and Criobo- 

lia, that is to ſay, 'The Prinkling" of | 

Bulls Blvod, or Rods Blood. Nay, by 
the great Number of thoſe Inſcriptions, 

one wid be apt to think, that "this 

Ceremony was moſt in F aſhion during 

the Time of this Vulentiniar, al 

the £wb. ocker Einperors of the ſume 

Name. „ . 
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1 was to be performed, deſcctd- 
a ſacred Na about his Head, 
4 gabe upon be FT is 

uipa ite myſterious. ver 
Pit 0 Wick Cover of We 
erce ough wi e 
Tos: To tha Cover 1 t a 
Bull, crowned. with a Garland of 2 
bug and little Plates of Gold 
upon his Horns and Forehead.” 
bis Throat was Gut, with a Sg 
Knife, and bis Blood ran through 4 


Holes chat were in the Cover 1 into t 
Pit, which the Perſon that ſtood” 
received with, much yation, 'catch- 


1 ir on his Fbtekrad, b Chee we 
12 his. Shoulders, nl er 5 1 
Parts of his Body, 
ite be could the he 8 p e 
fall defide him. At laſt ont he came, 
a frightful SpeRade; af dawbed with 
Blood, which ſtill trickled down from 
his Hair, Beard, and Gothes; but his 
Comfort Was, that now be Vas 
purify'd from 1 . . 
= terug: [1 
tips pot oy e®, crip 
i dcs was do h 


* and demolifhed that of r pi, the rſt 
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_ Tt 2559 of Ge. 
brated it, a myſtical and, eternal 1 Rege- 
neratioon. * 
But unleſs it were Shewed onde by 

twenty Years, it would loſe its Power 
of everlaſting Duration. W ihe — 
well as Men, feceived this R 
they made all Pertakem of it who 
ſired it; and oh is mel nan 
ol all, whole Cities received it by De- 
putation, This Sacrifice was now and 
then - "for the Emperors 
Court in bo — 

to t 

in their herd by Jain himſelf with 
the Bul?; Blood, for pet al 
and happy Life for the E 
this is Er penn die ln 

But now we come to the total Ruin of 
Pa aniſm e ben Bf is eee wie 


Egypt, whete 
he cauſed all the Temples to be ſhut op, 


famous of them all. 
EI An there was re. 


thi finer in the w Relig? 
* Pilgrimages 1 m 
When the Tin ine, Fe ays 5 5 
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of MalefaRorsexecuted for their Crime 

and pickled to preſerve them = 
Corruption. Thus does — 
Wretch creat Monks and Relics 


fluted their God:: 4 — 
Image fell back, and the Sun-Beam 
went off from Serapis's Mouth, they 
ſaid, that the Sun had his due 
Camplimem to him, was retired 
about his owe? Affaus. 0 n 5 


The Hijor oe. : 


-» Aﬀer 
| bel Ege 


Fanifim.. 

cauſe, — Hendend Mende — 
had been on good Terms with its Gods, 
5 Favours from 
them. Tbe Emperor made a Speech 
to the Senate, ing them to em- 
epic, chr by den en Expert 
replied, - that by Cuſtom 

De n A 

| — 


4 „ they 
2 what might be the Event. 
This was then the of: the No- 
man Senate. When Theodofius ſaw them 
ſo ſtiff; he told them, that the publir 
Treaſury was tod much incumbered 
with the for the 8 
erinces, and that he 2 NM 
to pay his Armies. 
. 
unleſt they were made at the 
of the Public. Bot that Tnconvenience 
was no Argument with him: Conſe- 
ED 


ceaſed, "Aid 6—— 
ſerve, 


i/m to 


0 E Eh of Once 
ſerve, that from that time forwards! 
Misfortuties of den en _ 
the Roman 
[The fame Authortll ws, A | 
 Thevdofius made oyage th Rome,” 
Serena, the Wife of Silicon, entered: 
into the Temple of the Mother of the 
Gods, to inſuſt her, and that ſne made 
bold to eonvert a ſine Neck - lace, which 
the Goddeſs wore; to her own Uſe: An 
old Vata Virgin reproved ber very 
for this ] Impiety, and follow- 
out of 'the Temple, Wik a 
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I am in ſome Suſpence, whether, up- 
on the Crodis of this Author, we may 
admit che following Story to be true. 
Honorius forbad all Perſons that were 
not of the -Chriftian Religion, to ap- 
pear at Court with a Shoulder belt, 
or to have any military Commaid. 
Generidus, a . and a Barbarian 
too, but a Man of great Courage, who 
commanded the Troops that lay in 
Dalmatia and Panat nia, came no more 
into the Emperor Preſence, threw: off 
his Shoulder belt, and did Duty na 
longer. Honorius aſked him one Day, 
why he came not to Court in his Turn, 
28 it was his Duty ? He replied, That 
there was a Law made, 'that'deprived 
him both of his Belt and his Command. 
The Emperor told him, that Law was 
not for ſuch Men as he vas; but Ge+ 


| neridus anſwered, that he could not 


admit of any Diſtinction that Jepaigted 
him from + we) thoſe who: nee gar 
the ſame Worſhip with: himſelf. 
ſhort, he would not act again; till — 
Emperor himſelf; compelled by Ne- 
cxſſity, repealed his Law, If this 
Story; be true, then we may Judges 


{ 
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the Ruin of the Pagan Religion. 
But at laſt, all eig fe 


Religion was prohibited, - on Pain of 


Death, by.-a .Conſfitytion of the Em- 
perors — the Third, and Mar- 
tian, Au. Chriſt. 48 1. and this was the 
laſt. Blow given to that falſe 
And yet we find, that thoſe 
enn the 5 


Empite ; but that Gratian refuſed the 
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Chancery; but it was certainly a bd 
Stile, ridieulous under the Heathen Re- 
ligiot"itfelf, and blaſphemous unter 
the Cbriſiau. And chereſore is * Ret”, 
very wonderful; that ſuch e 
— ſhould become fo.” anker ook. | 
common in Sprech that. ey an 
not forbear it!! Dee 
Se debe 2 — 
are fo apt to bel u f 
Sovereigns, - u de natural ade 
e eee eee | 
the Vie n 4 


* in its kind : And 0 22 
ate both unlimited. That a Man ſhould 
be in - eameſt when he gives another 
| m | 
ceive; bat that this Man -ſhould- 
the Title, and\tharwith ſo much Fox 
ne as to accuſtom him to che 
ing of it to Him, and all: das Ahile 
have à right Notion of hat a Sent 
this, is a Thing that I know! nor how 
it can be reconciled —— 4 
3 n eee 
„ Mr 474 There 
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"There bas nothing ſo tempting in 
the Lite of Pontiſen Marini, that” 
95 puff the Ty. of ke e's 
tian Emperors to it u L 
"they thought that it e 
prong their Reſpect from the Pogans' 
that reinained. Or, it may be, whey 
pleaſed themſelves with the T john 
of being the Heads of the Chriftiaw'R 
ligion, under the Am oy, 6d that 
5 Ince 5 
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ir; And ſome Authors! fu, 


e Field bf the. P; an Super- 
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will not conceal. About the Time 
of Pyrrhus, Os was reduced to Oe 
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Empire of tht Romans in Greece, 
there were as many Wars and Commo- 
(owns in that Country as ever, nd by 
nſequence 28 many important Rea- 
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ſo obſerve that about the Time of Alex- 
ander the Great, and a little before Pyr- 
rbuss Days, certain great Sects of Fbi- 
loſopbers were formed in Greece, viz. 


ten Peripatetics, e 


Who 


, 


who made a Jeſk of the Qracles, The Ef- 
ls gg hk ** 

'P that C 
Prieſts blunr 


- Would not paſs with the Philoto 
Tho, to ridicule this Auſ vcr, 


ir to the Stacy of Fan who bring 
igel d Le eee 


e 


| 


, 213 The Hund/ Oracle. 


A. — that de 
itlelf, inf Verſes 
mY om har e eee they 


M 11 O41 nn 


were other Poeto id the Temple, 
deliberately 3 —.— the 
Divine Fu 2 


Fore the — 7 "But 
haps, ſuch as had __— 8 
for it, were aſhag „Ar 
r _— | 
The 56 w keep 

cke Uſe of 1 
could, did now 3 condeſcend to 
teal ſome out of Homer ; whoſe Poetry 
was certainly better than their own, 
Of this there are Examples enough ; 
but, boch the tollen Verſes, and. the 
Poets kept in pay in their Temples, 
itred 2s Proofs that the old 

natural 


* | * * 
73 


n. beg u. Ol B14 { 
natural: of the Oracks wat in ve. 


. mR. — Sn bevor 
8 hat have 


h A 1608 D222 © te Din! Kenne 

eins 28 N ii ! 437 1 ie 

159 % Wink e uc 2115 r 

500) 2d e een frank 246: 075308 ee: 
TY 1. e EL, * | | 

+: 22344 54 

n 

n | | a I B37 
a. F —_—. | „ Ty; 425.3 1 
* „ii 5 | Io 2237 19 ne | 

Cn ee J. Gen 121004 2710418 * 

ub . 99 wigs tu 


850 | wort aK me e 

1 i ' "Ts *& * 247 4 «7 400 

* "TK .£ $83 i: ke. 65468 ABT <= IR 
* 


* 
* 
4B 9 | iz 9 >| 


ct: urls = «CH AYp 


214 m ee. 1 


nee N N¹ Vir" Ao: 41 A 


— a ve KL 
A att 11 * © 
— 8 HA $ 2 „ 


di $mittiaetd een 1168 ted. 


. ee 000 WM tet 235: nah 


mW tarticultr Canfts of the De. 
wi . 5 the Oracles.” lbb. "i 


1 ha -# 4 "7 un k _ 4 l 
3 5. on 371 MS 35 Meade M 17 1789 


| I Cheatzof 8 
that at laſt they were diſ- 
by a thouſand different Acci- 
how, . v that the Oracles were at 
firſt — ve with great Fondneſs and 
Joy, becauſe nothing could be more 
convenient than to haye, Geds always 
ready at Hand to.anſwer every Queſtion 
| — foggeited by Uncalineſs, 
or Curioſity ? And I jancy-that it was 
not without great Neluctance, that 
People parted with this Convenit ney 
and that the Oracies could never have 
come to an End with Paganiſm, if they 
had not been the * 2 


Thw-Hiftory of Otdeles,) 227 

1 ge. n not help beg vn” 

The contributed to e 
of Rk — rpms 2 i 

their falle Mi hy. \ 
they | had brought forth cog 
Point, cas hve ws no Nees fr hem 
to uſe any Decorum. 

I ſay nothing of the Wadde A 
ſwers fornevimes delivered by theſe Ora- 
cles. "For 
came to aſk of the 
979 
very pl Than Be neod do no more- 
than zt alF Ive En Sicyon 
and Cbrinch. fund ſdmetimes the Com! 
a IE —_ 7 
Patembis, ſleeping in * 
e be e e 
be cured of che Gout; the Gi appravedtee | 
him, and cold m, Y. be n A 
fo co Din” Poſter replied," Bart 


* To nn 
What 5. 


at 150 1 8% ad 
VU e 


ST 


246 ths wget, 
E mail more — 


e _—— 
ay bels Nights in, their Tomes: 
ditiſed for the Purpoſe by-theit: | 
—.— r 
wore 6 in Sight of 
ap Huſbands-were- 


flats of. all ahe Gods, 
there was one, who, havi "Bu «lf 


Temple;1copfidered 
nothing had — 


capable of: Whereupon 

her 2 9 
Wretch op confeſſed. Alls wk 
Was this to 


* a | 
ed. there, but what: 


declared quite 
| 
Hunan, ys. voy ne Man _ 


Ararat 
Thus the . rn 5 


their Inſolence, the ſeveral: Accidents: 4 


that had brought theit Cheats to Light. 

—— „ Upeertfiinty,:| and the | 

of begs Anſwers, would at 1. 
. door 


- v — - . «& pF. \ 2 ” % : 
/ 22511 % 317 g * 1 * SNN 178 88 , 
4 4 , - „ . 9 0 


% 
* 
9 471 7 
af o $3 «wt : = 
ws. . »\ \ 
1 - $* F% » - * * * * 2 * > 5 * «4 * : 1+ . 
Fa 4 1 i 1 9 * x mn 2; * « 
© . * 12 1 i \ : [1 4 © ol * % 3 ihe 3 a _ 
s * — 1 1 my 0 
128 1 * N 4 — f - " ns 
4 + 3540, - GARE 3 F310 [ of! 0 5 
5 2 93 Av TIES 5 
< «+ * . * : 1 — a 
wes * 
* 
* ' T N & 
þ 1 © 4,9 178 2 * \ * C a , ad 1 „ * 
' G5 W a 6 > — . bo "> 4 >, 18 \ 1 a * 4 
2 & 9 7 * 8 | k ; - . S. * 
ene — Tus s +, 1 LS | „ 10 9 
5 8 Men. gd. Nis J oy 1 
f a * 4 
E 2 
FR $7, hw a4 4 SE. "7 6 & 
4 gr ts 
- * * 
. * 6 1 4 4 o 
* 4 o 
, * - * Your 46 
a0 $2. 25% 7 
* . Dd — kb 
N ne . 
48 - wu 7 72 « 
"<4. 2 % . * # # - © 
** 7 . 47 * I > . 
& 5 9 1 
l. etre! TIE 
r * * 20 2 S 
© . % 1 * * ** * : 4 f 
py + : * 1 4 . % 
* . 3+ * 
* 2 4 
7 8 # £4 - 
s 1 - « 
; * * * 
I of vn + 1 2 »s 
* — » Wh 1 1 
- by 1 8 
+ "36s % * 4 
43. - 
* * 
. 4. b "WE. . 
* — 
} ry A 
4 5 * _ 
4 
- 
s / a 
.+4. 


3. 4% 5 
N | 
* 99 


47 33 N | FN] 
Books printed for D. Browne, 
0d . Whiſten.. 
07 911292 2a" 200 Dail e l „ sR 
N One Hen, Folio, Price 1h bhnd, | 
| 224, Grodunds and Rudiments of Low = 


| ban LoamdiEg 


_ <.., with the Doctrine u 
e Cales exthathed +4 
** "Retords, to evince/that theſe Princip have 
beine Pourdation, apotinetiitineher{hd 
Reſolutions and Determinations. The Whole | 
defigned to reduce the Knowledge | 
Laws of England to a more re Science, 
the Service of the and. Students, || 
E E 


tations on Coins, Weights, and Meaſures, - 


th, Late Retr of Bret in fuſe. | | 1 


— — 
— 
3 | . 


— 
"oo —„— 
2 A "_ 


TT — — — — , 2 ere ens e—_ — 
4 N 
* 5 _ . 
* 
. - 
A 
N 


F at. th ti. tne. ed 
* 


K 5a ed 
- 


OP 4 the moſt Sides Critics, 
„ ene pap modern. Fo which is now 
End of every Life, a Liſt of 
the the bet and moſt curious ous Editions of each. 
Clafie Author. 0 
The Steond Edition, „ 
In TW. Vols. 14 mo. Frice 65. bound. 


IV. The Expö dition of Gyrus 
and the Retreat of: the Tan thou an Greeks. . 
: Travflated from Almophon.. wh 1 
and hiftorical Notes. 
| By EDwAnnD daun na Een 

In 2 Vol 8vo.. * Sas bound. 


9 


into Poe 


a moſt expe rienced. Farmers 
in the — ties of By England, for every 
Month in the Year. 


2. The Timber and Fruit: Trex insel, 
or, the beſt practical Methods of — 
different Lands with proper Timber. 
Agriculture improved; or, the Practice 
of Fiubandry tiſplayed, — Facts per- 
formed on all ſorts of Land, — to the 
Old — 1 and the New. Drill 8 Way * 
. Ploug hi | 
* Chi tern and Vale Farming explained, 
according to the lateſt — — 
| Neceſſary for all Landlords and Tenants 
of either Ploughed, Graſs, or Wood Groutids, 
By WILLIAM ELL1S) 
Farmer; at Little Gadde dun, in Herifordfre. 
In 8 e, * 168 + 


pin al ö 
7 a 
Xs 1p" 


% 


:a$ it is now | 


